	


	Diocesan Tropical Storm Irene Steering Committee begins work
Hosts caregiver retreats
by Anne Clarke Brown
    In the immediate aftermath of Tropical Storm Irene Canon to the Ordinary Lynn Bates and a task force that she says evolved organically as needs became clear coordinated the Diocese of Vermont’s responses to the storm and its devastating effects in many communities. Part of that work included coordination with the disaster response team from Episcopal Relief and Development and application for a grant to move the response into a more long term focus.
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    Episcopal Relief and Development awarded a grant of $50,000 to: support relief and recovery efforts through December and January, plan for long-term recovery efforts, and hire a Diocese of Vermont Irene Flood Response Consultant. As reported in the last Mountain E-news, Ann Cooper is the new consultant.
    On January 5, a new Steering Committee had its first face-to-face meeting. Members of the group, in addition to Cooper and Bates, are Dave Ganter, Harry Kendrick, Sissy Lofton, Lisa Ransom and Jean Smith. They made some decisions regarding funding emergency needs (all funds go through Episcopal congregations), continued planning efforts for a series of retreats for Irene caregivers, and began planning for submission of a grant application for the long-term recovery effort.
Caregiver retreats
    The Rev. Canon Charles LaFond, Canon for Congregational Life in the Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire, led five gatherings the weekend of January 13-15 (Chester, Montpelier, Burlington, Brattleboro and White River Junction), which allowed caregivers to connect, grieve, and to tell their stories. LaFond offered a contemplative environment and helpful information on both the emotional effects of trauma and the characteristics of compassion fatigue. His presentation and organization for the gatherings were informed by his own experience after Hurricane Katrina.
   Each gathering included a simple meal, and participants received a pocket/comfort cross handmade in Vermont of a special art glass with a 22 carat gold cross fused on it. 
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Retreat leader Charles LaFond (center) looks on as Paul Brannock-Wanter, Mike Saul and Ann Cooper select pocket crosses.
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    LaFond and Steering Committee members are planning additional events later in the year.
    To learn more about the work of the Steering Committee, watch future issues of the Mountain E-news, or contact Ann Cooper. 
 



Solar installation at Rock Point now producing electricity
by Anne Clarke Brown and Charlotte Blend
    Just after Christmas, the new 35-panel “solar farm” on the Diocese of Vermont’s property at Rock Point began generating power. The solar installation is a joint project between the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont and Rock Point School as part of a larger commitment to energy efficiency, real life education and stewardship of the beautiful property on which the school and diocesan buildings are located. The project will provide at least 60-75% of the power needed by all the buildings on Rock Point.
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    The 35 AllSun Trackers, designed and manufactured by AllEarth Renewables of Williston, constitute a solar tracking system that harnesses the renewable energy of the sun to provide electrical power. The system is connected to the grid, allowing electricity generated in excess of that needed on the property to be fed back into the grid.
    Initially, AllEarth Renewables will own the system so they can take advantage of incentives not available to non-profit institutions. The Diocese and Rock Point School have entered into a 5-year Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) with AllEarth, at the end of which they will purchase the system at fair market value, estimated to be 30% of the original cost of the equipment. Each institution will own a 50% share of the system.
    Bishop Thomas Ely told a group of reporters invited to visit the project on January 17, “This solar installation is a major public symbol of the commitment on the part of the Episcopal Church in Vermont to take seriously our call to be good stewards of God’s creation. I believe it is the largest renewable energy project on any religious property in Vermont. We hope others will follow our lead.” Ely continued,  “It is an outward and visible sign of the deep commitment we have to care for the earth, to reduce our carbon footprint and to make Rock Point a model of energy conservation and efficiency for our whole diocese and beyond.”
    Rock Point Head of School C. J. Spirito said the project will offer a “powerful and meaningful student experience,” and that it will be an “exciting magnet” for other schools to come and learn about environmental sustainability and for the Rock Point students to be involved in teaching.
    In the Spring, Rock Point School science teacher, Kathy Rossman, will work with the Rock Point students to tour groups of younger children from local elementary schools and community organizations around the project to teach them about solar power. She and Spirito also hope that connections can be formed with other educational and environmental programs and non-profit organizations to promote education about renewable energy. As well as sharing the resource, the installation will provide the students with many of their own educational opportunities. Rossman says, “This project will allow our students to make connections between their own habits and lifestyle choices and the impact and influence that they have on our overall energy use.”
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Bishop Ely and Kathy Rossman check the meter on one of the solar panels. Rock Point Property Manager Chuch Courcy is in the background.
   Bishop Ely conclude his remarks to the reporters: “I am proud of our diocese, the Rock Point Board, the Diocesan Trustees and the Trustees of the Rock Point School for having the vision and courage to make this investment in our future and in the future of our planet. In many ways it is a small pebble thrown into a very enormous pond, but my expectation is that the ripples from this project will travel far—in our diocese, in the State of Vermont and beyond. With this project we say to our people and to all the people who know and love and visit Rock Point that we care about God’s creation and we are investing in its future.”


Ten Safer Church trainings offered in 2012 
    Diocesan Council has adopted a policy requiring that as of January 1, 2013, certificates for having participated in a Safer Church Training must be no more than five years old. Ministries requiring the training include: clergy, church employees, lay eucharistic visitors, volunteers who work with children and youth, and others ministering in what could be high risk situations.
    Canon to the Ordinary Lynn Bates says, “If your certificate will be five or more years old by January 1, 2013, plan to do a training in 2012.” Those trained will also need to attend a shorter re-certification program every three years. 
    Bates and Deacons Stan Baker and Peggy Mathauer have revised the training program and on January 14, they offered a “Train the Trainers” workshop for seven additional trainers.
    To ensure people have an opportunity to attend a training, ten sessions have been scheduled for 2012. The dates and locations are: 
· February 11, St. Stephen’s, Middlebury 
· February 25, St. Andrew’s, St. Johnsbury 
· March 10, St. James, Arlington 
· March 24, Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Burlington 
· May 12, St. Luke’s, St. Albans 
· May 19, St. John’s, Randolph 
· June 2, Christ Church, Montpelier 
· September 15, St. James, Woodstock 
· September 29, Immanuel, Bellows Falls 
· November 17, Trinity, Rutland 
    The training runs from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. Some evening trainings may be scheduled as well. Please register in advance with the Diocesan Office by calling 800-286-3437 or emailing adminasst@dioceseofvermont.org. Give your name, congregation, phone and email address. Sign up any time, even if the training you hope to attend is several months off. 


Vestry Orientation provides valuable tools for new (and continuing) vestry members 
    The second annual Vestry Orientation is set for Sunday, February 12, 2012, from 2–4 p.m. at seven Vermont Interactive Television sites throughout the State: Bennington, Brattleboro, Lyndonville, Middlebury, Randolph Center, St. Albans, and Williston.
    Led by the Rev. Angela Emerson, diocesan Minister for Stewardship Development, the goal of this Vestry Orientation is to help newly-elected vestry members to: 
· understand the canonical responsibilities of the vestry, 
· learn specific tools for carrying out those responsibilities, and 
· begin developing a plan for discharging vestry responsibilities within the specific context of congregational and diocesan life. 
    According to Emerson, “Interactive television makes it possible for us to gather in multiple but convenient locations and still talk with one another. The program will consist of supporting materials provided in advance and in electronic format, a PowerPoint presentation, small group exercises, and a question and answer period.”
    Everyone will be able to see and hear each other as questions are posed from the various sites. Clergy are especially encouraged to attend and be available to answer questions about a particular vestry’s culture and process. All vestry members are invited.
    The address, telephone number, and more precise directions for each VIT site are here.  www.vitlink.org/HTML/Locations.htm Please allow extra time to find the room location of the site if you have not been to the site previously.
    PLEASE NOTE:  Because each locatioin has a finite number of spaces available, it is important that you register your congregation and the number of people who will be attending. We do not need names. In order to accommodate everyone, please reserve the number of seats you need as soon as possible by emailing adminasstadioceseofvermont.org .
    If you have questions contact Angela Emerson or by telephone at (802) 359-4059. 


The Rev. John Morris will lead Lenten Retreat 
by Mary Lou Ashton
    The annual diocesan Lenten Retreat will take place at the Bishop Booth Conference Center at Rock Point, Burlington, March 16–18, 2012. Titled “Lift Up Your Hearts: Journeying from Despair to Joy,” the retreat will be led by the Rev. John Morris of St. Martin’s, Fairlee. The Rev. Lucy Pellegrini will serve as chaplain.
    There is much in our personal, ecclesiastical, social, political, andeconomic lives that can make us down-hearted, broken-hearted, anddespairing. The Spirit of God leading us in the Way of Jesus can givewholeness, hope, and joy.
    Please join us for relaxation, meditation, hiking, reading, a daily cycle of prayers/Eucharist or whatever you need during this holy time and in this holy place.  Here we will be surrounded by God's beautiful nature, His love and the presence of one another.
    Morris has been a priest in the Diocese of Vermont since 1971. He served St. Mary’s in the Mountains, Wilmington, from 1971 until 1999, was interim rector at St. Luke’s, Chester for two years, and in 2002, he began serving St. Martin’s, Fairlee, where he continues as rector. For many years, he was a bi-vocational priest, earning his living as an elementary school teacher while serving the parish in Wilmington. He retired from teaching in 1999. In 2007, Pilgrim Press published his book “First Comes Love? The Ever Changing Face of Marriage,” which is a history of the institution of marriage and a description of the many changes that have occurred in that institution.
    Pelligrini is a deacon in the Diocese of Vermont, who served for a time at St. Paul's, Vergennes, and is now serving at St. Stephen's, Middlebury. She has been a faithful participant in silent retreats for many years.
    The retreat begins at registration, 5–6:30 p.m. on Friday, March 16, and ends about 2 p.m. on Sunday, March 18. To reserve a space, send a $50 non-refundable check made out to BBCC, to John King, 433 Bean Road, Colchester, VT 05446.
    The cost if registered before March 10 is $165 for a shared room; $190 for a private room (if available) and $115 for days only. After March 10 the cost will be $175 for a shared room, $200 for a private room (if available) and $125 for days only. The balance of the cost will be paid at registration Friday night. If you have questions or special physical and/or dietary needs, please contact John King at the above address or at 802-862-6834. 
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Family Retreat at BBCC cancelled
    The February  17–19 Family Retreat Weekend planned for the Bishop Booth Conference Center has been cancelled due to low registrations. Watch the E-news for other opportunities to enjoy Rock Point. 


Music at St. Paul’s Cathedral 
2 Cherry Street in Burlington
Kaleidoscopic sounds of the pipe organ
Friday, January 20, 7:30 pm
    Virtuoso William Porter improvises and performs repertoire especially suited to the Wilhelm organ at the cathedral.
    Admission $20; students/seniors $10; age 15 and younger free.
Tuesdays at Noon Series
Melody Puller, piano
January 31, 12 pm
    Program featuring Frederick Chopin's complete Preludes, Op. 28.
    The Tuesday noon concerts are free. Bring a bag lunch. Coffee and tea are provided. 
Accessible. Free parking. Information: 864-0471. 


Integrity Eucharist 
    Integrity Vermont and Christ Church Episcopal, Montpelier, invite you to join us for a Eucharist in celebration of the Feast of St. Aelred (transferred) and Valentine’s Day Party at Christ Church, Montpelier (64 State Street), Sunday, February 12, 2012, at 4 p.m.
    The Rev. Paul Habersang, Christ Church Priest in Partnership, will lead us in a Eucharist celebrating the Feast of St. Aelred, patron saint of Integrity USA. The Rev. Stan Baker, deacon at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Burlington, will preach.
    A festive reception of sweets will follow. All are welcome. Please bring a sweet to share. Don’t hesitate to wear your pink! Beverages will be provided. 


SSJE workshop on “The Gift of Gratitude” 
    Would like you, or someone you know, like to learn more about cultivating gratitude?  The Society of St. John the Evangelist (SSJE) is offering a workshop on “The Gift of Gratitude” January 21, 9 am–12 pm, at the SSJE Monastery, Memorial Drive, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
    The workshop leader is Br. David Vryhof, SSJE. To live a life rooted in gratitude is counter-cultural, since the culture that surrounds and shapes us constantly tells us that what we have is not enough and that we need more to be truly happy and content.  Gratitude will come when we open our eyes to see the abundance of gifts that surround us. 
    This workshop invites participants to consider what gratitude is, how to cultivate gratitude, how to give thanks to God the Giver of all gifts, and how to see themselves and others as gifts from God. Participants are invited to stay and join the Brothers for the Midday Office at 12:30 p.m. following the workshop. More information is here . 


The Case for Non-Violence 
    Colman McCarthy, a “grand old man” of American pacifists, will speak at St. Michael's College on Wednesday, Feb. 29 at 7 pm in Cheray Lecture Hall. For 25 years, he wrote articles for the “Washington Post” and he now directs the Center for Teaching Peace in Washington, D.C. He writes a column for “The National Catholic Reporter” and teaches at Georgetown. 


Free Webinar will explain GreenFaith's Certification Program 
by Mike Schut (Economic and Environmental Affairs Officer, The Episcopal Church)
    Through the Episcopal Church’s partnership with GreenFaith, tuition subsidies are available for the May 1, 2012 application deadline for GreenFaith’s Certification Program .
    To learn more about the Certification Program and the tuition subsidies being offered, GreenFaith is offering a free webinar on January 23, 2012, from 8:00–9:00 p.m. Eastern Time. Sign up here . Register even if you can’t make it—they will send you the recording.
    The GreenFaith Certification Program is a nationally-recognized two-year program which helps congregations ‘green’ their worship, education, facilities, and outreach.  This holistic and well-supported program is guaranteed to reduce religious facilities operating costs and helps congregations attract new members.
    The hour-long webinar will highlight the Program’s features and benefits, and show what it can do for your temple, mosque or church.  We will provide time for questions. 


2012 Ministry Expo set for April 21
    Save the date for the 2012 Annual Ministry Expo, planned for Saturday, April 21, in Randolph. This year’s event will feature not only a wide variety of workshops designed to inform many congregational ministries but also a keynote speaker who will offer two presentations for participants. The Rev. Tom Brackett, known as an inspiring speaker, is Officer for Church Planting and Ministry Redevelopment for The Episcopal Church. Watch future issues of the E-news for more information.


“Living the Gospel: Connecting Faith and Daily Life” 
Workshop coming, June 8-9, 2012 at Bishop Booth Conference Center
    The Reverends Wayne Schwab, developer of Member Mission resources and Network and Gary Eley, president of Eley Financial Management in South Burlington, will lead a workshop for lay and clergy leaders (one to three per congregation) on connecting faith and daily life.
    Participants will practice ways to enable members of their congregations to discern their missions in each area of daily life—or each of their daily mission fields: home, work, local community, wider world, leisure, spiritual health, and church life and outreach.
    Watch for more information on the workshop schedule, costs and registration information in future issues of the Mountain E-news. 


Seminary of the Southwest offers online courses 
    The Episcopal Seminary of the Southwest in Austin, Texas is offering three spring online courses, which run from February 6–March 23, 2012. The cost is $170/class, each of which counts for 20 Continuing Education Units. Registration is open through February 1.
    Courses are: The Art of Illumination: Praying the Hours, A Liturgy of Time, taught by Lynda Young Kaffie; Delighting in the Father and his Delights: Reflections on the Parable of Luke 15, taught by Tony Carr; and Fashioned for joy: Readings from the Celtic Christian Tradition, taught by Mary C. Earle.
    To learn more and to register, click here . 


Episcopal Church Foundation offers free webinars
    [ECF] The Episcopal Church Foundation (ECF), as part of its efforts to assist congregations in developing leadership and financial resources, is offering a wide range of webinars for clergy and lay parish leaders this winter. There is no cost to participate in any of these webinars, and all are welcome.
    Topics will include vestry leadership, capital campaigns, endowments, and planned giving. Coming up in January and early February are:
• Basics of Planned Giving (January 31, 2012, 6:30–8:30 pm ET).
• Basics of a Parish Capital Campaign (February 8, 2012, 6:00-7:00 pm ET; repeated March 19).
• Vestry Leadership 101 (February 15, 2012, 7:00 - 8:00 pm ET; repeated March 13) Based on ECF’s publication, The Vestry Resource Guide, the webinar is designed for new vestry members, or for wardens and clergy who are responsible for orienting new members.
    Find the complete schedule and links for more information and to register for each webinar here .
    Participants will need a computer (PC or Mac) with an internet connection and a telephone. If you have a headset and microphone, you can also participate over VOiP from your computer without the need to call in.
    There is no charge to participate . Once you have registered, ECF will email you call-in instructions and instructional materials for the webinar.
    Please note that registrations are managed on the Go To Training website, where you will also go to log in to participate in the webinar. 
    If you have any questions, please email or call us at 800-697-2858. 
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