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Guidelines for Holy Matrimony 

St. James’ Episcopal Church, Arlington, VT

Background

Services of Holy Matrimony are the Church’s Ceremonies as well as the couple’s.  In both ceremonies couples make their vows before God and within the community of faith.  In both ceremonies the congregation and parish community responds to the request of the couple to witness and bless the vows that they make and to uphold and support them in the keeping of their vows throughout their lives.

The agreement of the congregation to witness, bless and support a couple in the vows they make is based on the couple’s commitment to live out their vows in accordance with the Great Commandment to love and serve God and neighbor and the purposes of Holy Matrimony described in the Declaration of Intention.

Guidelines

In keeping with the Canons of the Diocese of Vermont, the following requirements must be met by couples to have their marriage by the congregation at St. James’ Church or another location:

· At least one of the couple must be baptized

· The couple must me one of the following:

· An active and pledging member of the parish.

· A member of the immediate family of pledging members of the parish.

· Active members of another Episcopal Church or Christian community.

· The couple is required to:

· Notify the priest at least 90 days prior to the date of the intended ceremony.

· Sign the Declaration of Intention.

· Participate in premarital counseling conducted by the Rector or another priest of the Episcopal Church designated by the Rector.  There must be adequate time for 4-6 meetings.  One of these meetings is the rehearsal.

· Agree to use liturgies contained in the Book of Common Prayer or approved by the diocese of Vermont and/or the Episcopal Church.

· Obtain a Marriage License and deliver it to the priest prior to the ceremony.

· In the case of remarriage after divorce, evidence must be produced that the prior marriage has been annulled or dissolved by a final judgment or decree of a civil court.  Sufficient time (at least 30 days) must be allowed for the Priest to obtain the consent of the Bishop of Vermont.  The couple is required to be committed to providing for the welfare of any children of the previous union.  Permission after two divorces is not generally granted.

Other Policies Concerning the Ceremony

· All those participating in the ceremony must attend a rehearsal that will be scheduled according to the availability of the church and at the convenience of the priest and the couple and their party.
· At least two witnesses must be present.

· No flashes are allowed during the ceremony except during the processional and the recessional.  Any photography during the ceremony itself must be done unobtrusively.
Building Use Policy

· The throwing of rice and confetti is not permitted either inside the building or on the church grounds.

· Bird seed may be thrown outside the church.  Some couples also use bubbles.

· No nails may be used to attach anything to the pews.

· Couples may use the Memorial Lounge and Vesting Room to dress for the ceremony.

Fees

$200 nonrefundable deposit to hold the date and put you officially on our 
 calendar.  The remainder is due at the wedding rehearsal or before.
Active and Contributing Members of St James’ Church (for at least one year)


Church



Discretionary Contribution


Priest





     Counseling


No Charge


     Rehearsal/Ceremony
Discretionary Honorarium

Organist


$200 plus the cost of any additional music


Candles


$  50


Cleaning


No Charge

All Others



Church



$600


Priest



$300


Counseling


$300 


Organist


$200 plus the cost of any additional music


Candles


$  50


Cleaning


$100

A separate deposit check of $400 is required in advance, in advance, in case extraordinary clean up is required and/or property damage is incurred.  This deposit check will be returned if no extraordinary cleaning is required or property damage is incurred.

St James’ Church Organist:
None at this time
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