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Baruch 5:1-9
Luke 1:68-79
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
God is a relationship.  God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit or if you prefer Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier; IS a relationship.  
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This icon – the Old Testament Trinity Icon or the Hospitality Icon – shows the 3 figures, the three angels, the three persons of God seated around Abram’s table.  This icon helps us to see, to understand, the one God in three persons.

The one God is a relationship.  We know this.  We know that God is relationship in the many ways God interacts with us in our daily lives.

We see God the Creator at work daily in the world around us, in creation.  Everyday something is new and different, life is created, life changes.  We explored this last week.

God the Son, The Word became flesh, human and lived as one of us here on earth. The Word interacts with us in our daily lives, helping us to make it through the day.  We see Christ in the eyes of all around us, our neighbor, prisoners and captive, the poor, the homeless, and the needy…  

God the Spirit moves through the world connecting all things together, interconnecting us so that we become dependent on each other and every other living thing.  God the Spirit is the unending source of life around us.

All Are God.  God is One.  God is relationship.  
In Genesis we learn that we are made in God’s image.  And if this is true – if we are truly made in God’s image - then we too are made to be in relationship.  We are made to be in relationship with God and with everyone around us.
If in Advent we are trying to find God or a deeper understanding of God, if we are trying to deepen our relationship with God then we should also deepen our relationships with other human beings.
One final note about the icon.  Note the opening at the front of the table.  It is open, inviting us to enter into relationship with God and others.  It is open so that we can enter into relationship with the relationship that is God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
The holidays are times set aside to deepen our relationships with God and others.  These holidays are set aside by both the church and the world beyond the church. Thanksgiving is one of those holidays; it is in fact my favorite.  Thanksgiving is about getting together with friends and family and simply being together.  There is no pressure to get the perfect this or the right that.  Thanksgiving is about gathering together and simply being together in God’s presence.  It is all about relationships; building and strengthening relationships (and maybe a little about the food).

In a sense, for me, Advent begins with Thanksgiving.  It is a quiet reflective time – a time for family – for relationships. 

At a recent meeting I attend here in the diocese, someone shared that Advent began for her the Sunday before Thanksgiving when she went to a chocolate truffle making party.  This was the first time she had been invited to this party although it had been happening for years.  She had no idea what to expect.  She arrived and as immediately given a task to do along with two or three other people.  Her initial job was to spread out the foil candy cups to receive the truffles.  Throughout the day her job and group changed and with time she had made the rounds and spent time with everyone at the party.  At the end of the day they all had dinner together, sharing potluck dishes they had prepared before arriving at the party.  When it was time to leave, everyone was invited to take as many truffles as they wanted.  The idea for the party wasn’t about making truffles - it was about getting together and entering into relationship, quality relationships with everyone there.  The person who shared this story said that this is what Advent was all about for her, it was about coming together and sharing quality time with whoever is around.       

Advent is about relationships.  Relationships we deepen with God, family and friends.  Advent is about renewing our relationship with God, with Christ and inviting him into our hearts and our homes.  

Advent is a time to slow down and prepare for the Christmas season.  It is a time to get together with others and bake cookies, assemble holiday food boxes for our local food shelves, volunteer at local shelters.  It is about reaching out to God, welcoming God into our lives, into our hearts in new and exciting ways.  Advent is about reaching out to others - building and deepening relationships.  The balance between being in relationship and being silent and inwardly focused is difficult.  Both are important however, because they both lead to God.  It is a ‘both/and’ situation not an ‘either/or’ - both are necessary.

Advent is not about running, running, running.  It is not about finding the perfect gift for Aunt Mary or Uncle Joe.  It is not about making the perfect meal or finding the perfect cookie recipe.  
God is Love.  Advent is about finding God, finding Love in ourselves and in others.  It is about connecting deeply with God and our neighbors - connecting to that unending source of Love.  It is about listening for and connecting to that silent song, that eternal song that joins all creation; God’s Song of Love.  
It is about finding peace within and sharing that peace with the world.  Advent is about using the weapons of our everyday lives and turning them into tools for peace.  Using cookie sheets and meals to bring peace, activities that bring people together into relationship that build lasting bonds.  
Advent is about turning away from the fast paced world and slowing down enough to hear that song, the song that connects God to us and us to each other. 
Advent is about connecting to God’s Love Song, the endless song of Love that echoes throughout all of creation, The song I heard the stars singing that night years ago.  That song that can open our hearts and welcome Christ, Emmanuel into our world, God With Us into our world, Love into our world.

This Advent “listen to God say how much you are loved. Tell God of your love (for God and neighbor).  This without a doubt is what Advent is all about.” (From The Womb of Advent, by pg 87.)   
Advent Peace Psalm

Based on chapter thirty-one of the Tao Te Ching
O Prince of Peace,

whose advent we seek in our lives,

come this day and show us

how to beat our swords into plowshares,

tools of life instead of instruments of fear.

May your love strip us naked

of all weapons and strategies of conquest,

which are not the tools of lovers,

wise ones and God’s children.

Let us not lust for power

but rather strive for the insight

to be guided on the Way of Peace.

Let us not yearn for a victory

that requires a sister’s sorrow

or a brother’s shamefaced defeat.

With tears, black suits and dresses

and tolling funeral bells,

let us attend life’s victory parties

that are won at such a cost.

Let us be Advent adventurers and peacemakers,

hammering swords into shovels,

filling holes and leveling peaks.

Let us be disarmed and vulnerable

for only through such open hands and

hearts can Emmanuel come.
Let us Pray.
O God of Peace and Love, open our hears to your song of love, your presence in all around us, that we may enter into relationship with You through them in new and exciting ways; Help us to recognize the only true gift we have to offer this world is Your unending love for us.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen.

� � Prayers for a Planetary Pilgrim: a Personal Manual for Prayer and Ritual; Edward Hays; Forest of Peace Publishing, Inc; Notre Dame IN; 1989. Pg130.
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