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1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a 
 Luke 2:41-52 
Psalm 84 or 84:1-8
So here we are two Sundays after Christmas.  
If you are like me you are tired and still in need of more rest.  But in the life of the church we never stop moving forward.  In these past 10 days we have moved from the manger to the city of Jerusalem 12 years later, from a helpless infant to a young boy on the verge of manhood, from a baby totally dependent on his parents for everything including his education to a young man on his own in the big city discussing the scriptures with the leaders of the Temple.  
On Christmas Eve we join the shepherds at the manger.  On Christmas Day we join with all of creation as we welcome Christ into the world.  Last Tuesday was the Feast of the Holy Innocents; the annual remembrance of the day when King Herod, filled with fear and rage, killed all the children in Bethlehem, age two and younger, in an attempt to destroy Jesus.  Joseph was warned in a dream to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt thus escaping Herod’s rage.  Last Friday, New Year’s Day, was also the Feast of the Holy Name, the day Jesus was named in the temple.  Next Wednesday is the Feast of the Epiphany, the visitation of the magi and the manifestation of Christ to the Gentile world.

This morning our lesson from Samuel and the gospel of Luke have a couple of common threads.  The last verse in both of these readings is striking similar; ‘Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and with the people’ and ‘And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.’   Both continued to grow in their love for and understanding of their God.

Next we encounter two young boys, each set apart from others because of their relationship with God.  Samuel’s parents, Elkanah and Hannah, ‘lent him to God’ for life.  They visited Samuel every year knowing where they would find him.  
Jesus on the other hand went to the Temple on his own, trying to discover more about who he was by discussing the scriptures with the teachers in the Temple.  Similarly Mary and Joseph were also just beginning to discover the full truth about Jesus.  They were just beginning to comprehend what those angels meant.  They were just beginning to understand that Jesus ultimately belonged to God.  This makes Jesus statement, ‘Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?’, even more pointed.  Jesus knew he belonged to God.  He knew this but he didn’t fully comprehend it at this point – but he knew he belonged in His Father’s House.
I think this is important for us as parents and grandparents to remember.  We must remember that our children are on loan to us from God.  We are their caregivers until God calls them to move on – to become adults - at which time we must let them go, to fully be what God has in mind for them.   Jesus was feeling the call to move forward to listen more deeply.  

It is clear that Jesus was raised in a family that was observant to the laws of the Torah because Jesus and his family go to Jerusalem for Passover, as all devote Jews did at the time.  This is normal and I suspect that if we were to really think about it we would expect Jesus and his family to do this.  There are a couple of question that I have to ask about the story however.  
First why is it here in the first place?  This story is the only story about Jesus’ youth in our canon, our Bible.  I would guess it is here to remind us that Jesus and his family were Jewish – something many Christians forget.   Because they were Jewish they followed the rules and regulations and traveled to Jerusalem for this high feast.  
Why is this story only in the Gospel of Luke and no where else?  Again this story reminds us that Jesus was Jewish and for Luke who was not and wrote his gospel for a non-Jewish audience I think it was important to keep that fact up front.  
Why this story?  – well in this story we can see ‘The Gospel in Miniature.’

This idea was presented by Rene Girard, a 20th Century French philosopher and theologian, as he reflected on Luke chapters 1 and 2.  Girard says ‘As the Gospel in miniature, this story from Luke 1-2 tells of a preliminary journey to Jerusalem. It’s a story of going to Jerusalem for the Passover and finding that Jesus isn’t with us anymore. And then asking ‘Where is he?’  (http://blog.tonyj.net/2009/12/young-jesus-in-the-temple/)

 Basically what Girard is getting at is this:  This story of Jesus in the temple foretells Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.  After three days of searching and worrying Mary and Joseph find Jesus alive and well in the temple.  It gives us a hint perhaps of what to expect in the future or maybe more importantly how to handle the situation of the Crucifixion when we get to that point.  Jesus was crucified and three days later he appeared to the disciples and offered them Peace.  Why were you worried, he asks, – didn’t you know it was going to be this way?

This morning’s story is the same story only completely different.

It is a rehearsal for the Easter story and yet it ends with the theme of Luke’s infancy narratives: ‘Mary treasured all these things in her heart.  Full circle in one story.

The pattern is the same - Jesus is missing, we are anxious about it and finally we find Jesus again, in the temple, in the garden, in the upper room, on the road to Emmaus.  

Today we have similar experiences.  
We know and love Jesus, yet every now and again Jesus disappears from our lives.  We don’t realize it right away perhaps but he does.  With time we sense his absence and we go looking for him.  If we continue to look for him, if we continue to search, we will find him again in our lives.  I have to point out that it is not God that leaves us.  We are the ones that leave God.  God’s hand is always reaching out to us in love; we sometimes forget to reach back.  
Many people, including myself, have had desert periods in their relationship with Christ, with God.  These periods are times when we feel that God is no longer a part of our life.  Somehow we feel separated from the life giving source, separated from God and we feel like we are wandering around lost in the desert.  
Again, it is not that God leaves us but that we leave God.  Our lives can take us away from God.  We can become so busy, so distracted by our daily lives that we forget about God, our center.  

When we realize Christ is no longer a part of our life, I am relieved to know that the life of discipleship is a life of “turning back”, a life of repentance, allowing us to return to Christ where he has always been, calling us, inviting us, to his presence and always rejoicing in our return.
I think this is a natural part of our journey.  But many people don’t know how to handle this desert time, this separation.  I have found that the only way to find God again is to continue to search, continue to pray, and continue to come to church to receive the Eucharist to be connected as much as possible to Christ even though you may not feel that connection.  Your search will ultimately reconnect you with God, with Christ.  
Generally I have found that as a result of these desert experiences my relationship with Christ is deepened greatly.  I have found Christ in new and exciting ways.  Like Mary and Joseph found their son in the temple and were led to a new understanding of their son, our reconnection with Christ after our search for him leads us to a deeper and more meaningful relationship with him.  

Let us pray.

Holy and Life giving God, help us to seek you who is constantly seeking us that we may find in you a life filled with new and exciting discoveries that will only lead us deeper and deeper into your presence.  In Christ’s name we pray.

Amen.    
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