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Christmas Eve Family Service

4 PM, December 24, 2009

St. James Episcopal Church

Arlington, VT

 Why are we here tonight – can anyone tell me? What happened on this night about 2000 years ago?  Can you tell me the story?

Jesus was born in a stable (barn) and instead of a crib with sheets and blankets he had a manger (food trough for animals for his bed) and straw to keep him warm.

Tonight I would like to share this same story that we just heard read from the Bible but this time it told by a Missionary in Canada as he worked with the Native Americans there.  Father Jean de Brebeut worked with the Huron Indians in Ontario around the year 1648, about 350 years ago.  You will notice that the pictures and the words are images that would have been used by Native people living in the wilderness of Canada and perhaps even images that look sort of like the Vermont woods that surround Arlington.  The story I am going to read is called The Huron Carol.  Father Jean wrote it to incorporate images and words that the Huron People would understand.  This was one of the first attempts to include the history and traditions of the native people into our Christian Story of the birth of Jesus.  Because the people could understand the images they began to believe in Jesus.

So let’s read this book and then we can talk some more.
The Huron Carol
('Twas In The Moon of Winter Time)
By Father Jean de Brebeut (1593-1649)

Illustrated by Frances Tyrrell

'Twas in the moon of wintertime 

when all the birds had fled,
Turn Page
That mighty Gitchi Manitou sent 

angel choirs instead;                
Turn Page
Before their light the stars grew dim 

and wond’ring hunters heard the hymn,

“Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria.”
Turn Page

Within a lodge of broken bark 

the tender babe was found;

A ragged robe of rabbit skin 

enwrapped his beauty ‘round;

Turn Page 
But as the hunter braves drew nigh, 

the angel song rang loud and high:
Turn Page 
“Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria.”
Turn Page
The earliest moon of wintertime 

is not so round and fair

As was the ring of glory 

on the helpless Infant there.

Turn Page
The chiefs from far before him knelt 

with gifts of fox and beaver pelt.
Turn Page
“Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria.”
Turn Page
O children of the forest free, 

O sons of Manitou

The Holy Child of earth and heaven 

is born today for you.


Turn Page
Come kneel before the radiant boy 

who brings you beauty peace and joy.

“Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria.”
Turn Page
Words: Jean de Brebeuf, ca. 1643; trans by Jesse Edgar Middleton, 1926

Music: French Canadian melody (tune name: Jesous Ahatonhia)

Questions?

Now in the boxes in the six windows here in the church there are 50 or so Nativity scenes or Naciementos that come from all over the world.  Each one is different, each one helps us understand how other cultures see and understand the birth of Jesus.  They also let us see the art of the people around the world.  These nativities will be in our window through the 12 days of Christmas which begins today and goes until January 6 which the Feast of the Epiphany when we remember when the three magi, or wise men, came to see Jesus and bring him special gifts of Gold, frankincense and gold.  

So I invite to look at this beautiful collection and see how other cultures see and understand Jesus’ birth.
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