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Acts 5:27-32
Revelation 1:4-8 
John 20:19-31 
Psalm 118:14-29
Doubting Thomas
Poor Thomas is called ‘doubting’ because he needed more than stories.  
How many times in your life have you needed more than stories to believe something? 

I remember as a child driving to my grandmother’s house in New Hampshire, something we did quite regularly.  On one of these long and often very boring rides, my mother and I saw elephants in a field in South Royalton, Vermont.  We couldn’t believe that we had seen them but knew we had.  We both exclaimed, ‘Did you see that?!  Those were elephants!’  
My father who was driving told us we were crazy, we were in Vermont and that elephants weren’t found in Vermont.  Of course we knew this, but we had seen elephants in a field.  And of course my father refused to turn around and go back to see the elephants.  For months we traveled back and forth to New Hampshire on that same road and we didn’t see those elephants.  
Finally on a warm spring afternoon as we were heading to my grandmother’s house, my father saw the elephants.  These elephants, it turns out, were circus elephants and had been touring the country for the fall and winter months but had now returned to the green fields of Vermont for a rest in the spring.  My father believed us because he had finally seen those giant beasts.  
Isn’t this like Thomas in this morning’s gospel?  Everyone else had seen Jesus.  Thomas missed out and couldn’t believe because he needed the proof.  He needed to see and touch Jesus to learn for himself.    

For Thomas, touching and seeing was believing.  Thomas needed to experience the risen Lord just as the other disciples did.  So Jesus returns to the upper room a week later so that Thomas may believe.  In the end, Thomas, didn’t need to touch, he didn’t need to put his finger in the nail holes or his hand in Jesus’ side.  For Thomas ‘seeing is believing’.
But I think the important thing for is us today is something that Jesus says toward the end of the lesson.  It is directed at Thomas but is really meant for us, ‘Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’   Somehow we all have come to believe in this miracle of the resurrection.  We’ve heard the stories in the gospels.  
Somehow we know that Christ was raised from the dead, and dwells among us.  
Somehow we know it, not because we have seen the risen Lord (although some have), seen his wounded body, not because we have put our fingers and hands in his wounds but because we experience Christ presence in those around us and in the breaking of the bread.  
Somehow we know that Christ is raised from the dead and is living among us in those experiences.  
We have faith.  Faith is the key.  But faith is not about certainty.  Faith involves some amount of doubt.

Paul Tillich, a 20th century theologian said, “Doubt is not the opposite of faith; it is one element of faith”.

In his book Wishful Thinking; a Seeker’s ABC’s Frederick Buechner, a 21st century theologian, defines doubt as, ‘The ants in the pants of faith.  They keep us awake and moving.’  Buechner says, ‘If you don’t have any doubts, you are either kidding yourself or asleep.’    
Doubt is not the opposite of faith; certainty is the opposite of faith.  We must have some doubts in order to continue to grow and develop.  Doubt drives us to dig deeper.

Buechner continues, ‘Faith is not being sure where you are going, but going anyway’.  Faith is about being able to start out on a journey and trust that you’ll get where you are going, wherever that may be.  
It is about trusting enough to take the first steps on a journey, our journey with Christ, but not knowing exactly where we are headed.  

Following this logic Thomas’ doubt is really about having faith; building faith, allowing his doubts to help him grow in his understanding of who Jesus is.

Jesus says to Thomas, and all the disciples, not as a way of finding fault with him but as a way to encourage us, ‘"Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe. John 20:29"
Buechner sums this up for us in his book Peculiar Treasures; a Biblical Who’s Who where he says, ‘Even though Jesus said that the greater blessing is for those who can believe without seeing, it’s hard to imagine that there’s a believer anywhere who wouldn’t have traded places with Thomas, given the chance, and seen that face and heard that voice and touched those ruined hands.’  

In Brightest and Best; A companion to Lesser Feasts and Fasts we hear, ‘Christianity is a shared, communal religion, and a corporate faith, but at the heart of the faith and tradition is a personal encounter with the risen Lord.  Christian faith is based not upon scriptural or traditional witness alone, important as they are.  Reason also plays its part, and reason demands the personal experience of Jesus.  Only after that personal meeting does Thomas declare the definitive lordship of Jesus, for it not until that personal experience that such a claim can be made.’

And in all honesty, at the end of the day, aren’t we here because we want to share in Thomas’ and the disciples’ experience as well; that personal experience with Christ.  
Isn’t that why we are here?  
I know that’s why I’m here. 
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