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This morning’s Gospel lessons falls immediately after last week’s where we heard the story of Thomas.  We are not given any sense of timing this morning just that Jesus appeared again to his disciples.  

Last week we focused on ‘doubting’ Thomas.  
If we look back over the whole Easter Story beginning with Mary at the tomb, the disciples in the upper room, the disciples on the road to Emmaus, and this morning with Jesus on the beach, we might see not disciples of confusion and doubt but a ‘faithful’ Christ.  A Christ who returns over and over again to his disciples in their everyday lives and work to keep them moving forward in their calling, to reassure them that he was truly risen from the dead.   In other words, God is not through with them yet.

Think about each story for just a moment.  

Mary and the other women go to the tomb to do what the law requires, to wash and anoint the body.  Here Jesus tells Mary not o hold on to him, to the past but to move forward and tells the world what had happened.
The disciples on the road to Emmaus are traveling and getting ready to rest for the night when Christ appears to them in the breaking of the bread – a reminder of his faithful presence with us.  

The disciples in the upper room were afraid and grieving the death of their teacher and Christ appears to them to calm their minds and once again point them on the forward path.  

Jesus the Christ presented himself to all these people just the way they needed him to do so.  There was no scolding or rebuke; just a simple presentation of himself as Christ, their friend and teacher, the Son of God.

And finally we get to this morning where we find Christ on the beach.  The disciples have returned to their normal daily lives fishing.  Reminiscent of their original call, Christ calls to them again and tells them where to let down their nets just as he did in the very beginning of their ministry together.  Christ feeds the disciples and sends them into the world reassured and strengthened not only with bread and fish but also in spirit knowing that Christ, God, would never leave them, never abandoned them.
I think this series of encounters with the risen Christ is very important for us to remember.   Notice that Jesus didn’t judge his disciples.  He didn’t scold them.  He simple met them in their daily living; in their eating and working, just as before.  God was not through with them yet, just as God is not through with us and the world yet. 

Jesus meets us where we are, in our everyday lives as well.  
In the Gospel today, Christ returns to be with Peter in a new and different way.  If you remember back just a few short weeks ago, Jesus told Peter that he would deny him three times before the cock crowed.  
As you will also remember after Jesus’ arrest, Peter followed him to the trial, stood outside, warmed himself by a fire and was confronted three times by people gathered there.  Peter denies knowing Jesus all three times and at that moment Jesus glances at Peter.  

This morning I want you to notice that Jesus is at the fire and he invites his disciples to join him there.  I wonder how Peter felt as he gathered with his friends around a fire to warm himself in the cool morning air.  I wonder if he was feeling the guilt he had felt that night when he denied Jesus?  Was this guilt eating away at him?  The tension, the uneasiness of the moment must have been overwhelming for him.  But Jesus changed the dynamic.  
Jesus took Peter aside and asked him if he loved him.  Peter said of course I do, how could you even ask this question.  Jesus and Peter exchange this same question and answer two more times each time Jesus tries to reassure, to comfort Peter that he will need to be the one to tend and feed the sheep, the other followers of Christ.  
And finally Jesus tells Peter that he must follow him.  Three denials and three confirmations – these lead to Peter’s restoration with the Risen Christ.  Peter is brought back to a life of leadership and strength; he is made a new creation because of this encounter with Christ.  Peter knows now that when Jesus asks him to follow him he must be willing to do whatever it takes to follow Jesus and to be a leader in his community, this new community of faith.
This encounter raised his relationship with the Risen Christ to a new level.  In this encounter Peter is reaffirmed as the Rock on which the church will be built.  Because of this encounter on the beach, Peter went forward and helped transform the world, ultimately dying a horrible death, crucified head down on a cross.  

What has God done here?  God entrusted Peter with the opportunity to testify to the forgiveness and redemptive power of God.

This encounter between Christ and Peter was of great importance to the early Church believers.  In this encounter they saw themselves and their broken attempts to follow Jesus restored.  
They saw that no matter how wonderful their first experiences with Jesus had been, no matter how strong their sense of calling felt, they all end up denying Jesus.  

We feel this in today’s world just as much as the early church felt it.  We might actually say to ourselves, ‘It was wonderful while it lasted, but now I can simply return to my old life.’

We all have feeling of failure and guilt when it comes to our relationship with Christ and God.  We all have these feelings.   

But this encounter between Christ and Peter helps us believe that Christ will be there to encourage us to keep on the right path; to return to God and know God will be there with open arms. The Good News in this story is that God is not through with us yet.  

The Good News is that the risen Christ appears in the morning when we least expect him to.  Because of this, we realize that our desire for a loving relationship with Christ is greater than our ability to continue to deny Christ.  We realize that the calling to follow Christ, to be fishers of people, is far stronger than our failure to live up to the call.

What we also discover in this morning’s encounter with the Risen Christ is that Christ meets us in our daily lives over and over again.  At the office, or school, in a sunrise or sunset, in the face of a child who learns to read, in relationships with coworkers and with friends, in the breaking of the bread.
God is not through with us yet.  God continues to enter into our lives, transforming our lives and setting us back on the right path.
God is not through with us yet and this is very Good News indeed. 
Amen. 
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