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Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30

An extemporaneous sermon – these are the notes.

Psalm 23 – a favorite psalm of many.  Pastoral images, comforting images.
People see the Promise that God will keep them safe and protected.  God will provide food and water for them.

Revelations reading is very different.  It tells of eventual vindication and triumph of God’s people – but at a cost – their lives.

These two reading are different yet very similar.

Revelations tells that God will shelter us, never let us be hungry or thirsty.  God will shepherd us but this is only for those who wash their robes in the blood of the lamb.

Notice the difference –

· Being washed – a gift done for us

· Doing the washing – we stick with Jesus even when he is splattered with his blood.

This passage from Revelations shows two different groups of white robed people.

· The first is gathered around the Lamb with palm branches waving.  They are shouting salutations like those of Palm Sunday.  Easy to do.

· The second is after they have been washed in the blood of the Lamb.  This is not easy – ti means condemning and denying Jesus.  Here we want to close our eyes, withdraw from the situation all together.  This is why I think many people avoid Holy Week.

Psalm 23 seems easier to hear.  But it is really.  The language appears easier but not so sure the message is all that different.  The shepherd decided where the sheep go.  They either push or lead the sheep to go where the shepherd wants them to go.  The sheep have very little choice.  So very quickly the followers in the 23rd Psalm find themselves in death’s dark valley.  There is a promise to get through but not a promise to avoid it all together.  The shepherd who gives us rest and tranquility is the same shepherd who leads us in the valley of blood.
Christ brings us new life and freedom.  But we must go head to head with the powers of the world that profit from the reign of Death and oppression.

No where, not even in Psalm 23 are we promised a life free of conflict.  We have to remember that Jesus wasn’t spared. But we are promised that is we stick with Jesus he’ll stick with us.  Therefore we go from through the valley of death to the land of resurrection.

Remember 

· The Lamb is the shepherd that searches for the sheep

· The Lamb is the risen Christ that forgive Peter

But we must remember that it is a challenge to follow Jesus.

The Good News 

· We are not alone

· We do not go through this life alone – Jesus is with us every step of the way

· We have a shepherd that leads and pushes us forward but also one that protects us

Christ is always with us – always with us – even to the end of the age. 

