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Easter 5C, May 2, 2010
Acts 13:44-52
Revelation 19:1,4-9
John 13:31-35
Psalm 145 or 145:1-9

By preached by the Rev. Scott B. Neal

St James Episcopal Church

Arlington, VT

Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 12: 34-35)

Today’s gospel reading from John reading falls immediately after Judas leaves the last supper, right after Jesus washes the feet of his Disciples.  

Jesus ends the foot washing saying, ‘So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.’ (John 13:14-15)  
Before we go forward let’s look back over the past few months.

 Advent – preparing for birth of Jesus the messiah prophets etc and the Second Coming of Christ.
Christmas season – human and cosmic events of Jesus birth

Epiphany – the manifestation of Jesus to the world, magi, disciples, etc

Lent – Looking at our relationship with Jesus 

Holy Week – how to live our lives in relationship to God

Easter season – resurrection of Christ, Post resurrection appearances, Christ keeping disciples on task, and today we return to how to live our lives.  Same readings as Maundy Thursday.

Washing someone else’s feet is a gift of love.  Jesus uses the foot washing as an example of what he is telling the disciples in today’s gospel message.  He tells us that we must love one another just as he has loved us.  And by that love, by the way we treat and care for each other, the world will know that we are His disciples.  

Frederick Buechner in his book, Beyond Words, tells us that to understand love we must recognize three different types of love.  He says there is, 

“The unabashed eros of lovers, the sympathetic philia of friends, [and] agape giving itself away freely no less for the murderer than for the victim- these are all varied manifestations of a single reality.”   Of Love.  
Buechner continues, “To lose yourself in another’s arms, or in  another’s company, or in suffering for all who suffer, including the ones who inflicts suffering upon you – to lose yourself in such ways is to find yourself.  Is what it’s all about.  Is what love is.”
When Jesus tells us to love each other, to love each other as he loved us, he isn’t asking us to love with the love of eros, passionate romantic love.  He isn’t asking us to love with philia or the love of friendship.  Jesus is asking us to love with agape love, Divine Love, a love that means “loving our neighbor in the sense of being willing to work for their well-being even if it means sacrificing our own well-being to that end, …”  

The epitome of Agape Love, Divine Love, is found in Jesus on the cross and in the empty tomb.  Jesus willingly laid down His life, out of love for us, so that we might be raised with Him and share in the love that exists between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

This is the “new commandment”.   It was given to the disciples, and us.  We must love because God first loved us in Christ.  The love that John is asking us to express within the community is a love that supports all people, recognizes all people and cares for all people.  No one is left outside.  
If someone is hungry we feed them, if someone is in need of money we given them money, if someone needs clothing we clothe them.   We are to care for all.  
In the reading from Acts, Peter tells us of a vision that he believes shows that his ministry must include all people in the Good News of Christ.  Peter believes he is unable to stop God’s transforming message -  That none of his companions are unable to stop it.  It is a message that is meant for all people.  Peter understood that he was operating under a ‘new commandment’ – a commandment that violated the normal social order.  

We who profess Easter are now recruited to move forward in this new world of generous love.  We are to move across all boundaries and proclaim the love of Christ to all people - clean or unclean, citizen or immigrant, Jews or Muslim, gay or straight, rich or poor.  

And we do this because Christ loves us so much. 

We do this in response to God’s abundance.  The Love that flows from the cross is our source of abundance.  The Love that flows from this altar is the food that we need to enable us to Love each other as Christ loved us.  It is in that Love that we are to love one another, showing ourselves to the world as Christ’s disciples.  

Christians throughout the ages have not been the best at showing that love to each other never mind the rest of the world.  Schisms and division are a result of some of this.  Our present situation in the Anglican Communion and the Episcopal Church is also a result of our lack of love and compassion for differences among people.  These differences and divisions are caused by our inability to love with the love of Christ, that Divine Love, agape. 

This is what Jesus is calling us to do – to love one another so that the world will know that we are His.    
This understanding of love, this love that we are called to strive for is stated clearly in the words of a familiar hymn, 
“And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love. 
They will know we are Christians by our love.”
  
It is our responsibility – to show the world the love of Christ.  It is what Jesus is challenging us to do.  

Let us pray.

Loving God, help to love one another as you first loved us.  Help us to reach out to all people in your Love, sharing your great abundance with those around us.  Help us to show forth your Love in all that we do, so that the world will know that we are yours by our love.  In Christ name we pray.  Amen.
Amen.  
� They'll Know We Are Christians By Our Love.  Written by Peter Scholtes.  Additional words and music by Carolyn Arends 
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