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Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

The Lord is Risen Indeed. Alleluia

Today is the great festival of the Church – today we celebrate Christ’s resurrection from the dead and His victory over the grave.  
Today we celebrate with all of heaven and earth a new creation, a new way of living.

Today we celebrate after forty days of fasting.  
Today life is reborn.

This morning we are surrounded by symbols of resurrection.   We have butterflies and eggs, we have a big candle blocking the aisle to the altar, and we have water and the baptismal font.

I’d like to take a few moments and discuss what these symbols mean to us as Christians.

The butterfly has long been a Christian symbol of resurrection.  A butterfly has an amazing life cycle from egg, to caterpillar, chrysalis to butterfly.  Caterpillars are usually not the most beautiful creature God created.  After eating and eating and eating a fat caterpillar builds a cocoon or chrysalis where it will rest waiting. Later a new and transformed creature appears.  A butterfly – more beautiful and powerful than before.    
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Because of this amazing transformation, the butterfly is seen as a symbol of every Christian's hope of resurrection from the dead.  The butterfly symbolizes rebirth into a new life.
This symbolism tracks the life of Christ.  When Christ died on the cross, he was placed in a tomb.  At the end of three days he rose from the dead, transformed into a new being, a raised physical being.  In the resurrection of Jesus, God was doing the same kind of thing he does when he makes butterflies out of worms - only in a very different way.
The next symbol of resurrection comes in the form of eggs.  Eggs are symbols of new life and springtime.  Spring is the rebirth of the land from its winter rest – a resurrection of sorts.    
Our next symbol is the cross.  We have two types of crosses here at St. James.  The first is over the pulpit – with a corpus or body of Christ, hanging in agony on the cross.  This cross reminds us of the instrument of torture it is and the agony our Lord suffered for us.  

The second – the empty cross – located at the top of the rood screen and behind the high altar– allows Christians to see this instrument of torture and death as a symbol of hope.  The image of an empty cross is symbolic of Christ's death and resurrection.   
Without the resurrection, the life and death of Christ is of no use to anyone. 
Everything Jesus did and said makes no difference if He didn't rise from the dead.  A dead Christ can't save anyone.  For these and many more reasons, many churches choose to use an empty cross as a symbol of Christianity's highest ideals.  Therefore the empty cross symbolizes the risen Christ.

Christ died once for all of us.  There is no need for this process to be repeated, Christ’s death and resurrection were enough to save us all.
The Paschal Candle which stands in the middle of this aisle throughout the season of Easter (the next 50 days) symbolizes the Light of Christ in our midst.  As Christians, we believe that Christ is always present with us, every minute of every day.  This burning candle is a constant reminder during this festive season of Christ’s presence among us, the Light of Christ among.  

The Light of Christ is just what the words imply: enlightenment, knowledge, and an uplifting, ennobling, persevering influence that comes upon humankind because of Jesus Christ.  The Light of Christ fills the “immensity of space” and is the means by which Christ is able to be “in all things, and through all things, and around all things.”  
Water is the final symbol that we will discuss this morning.   While you may not see it – it is always present in the church in the font.  
Water is used in many of the world’s religions and represents creation and new life.  For Christians this new life is best seen in baptism.  Baptism itself is a resurrection moment.  Baptism and the resurrection are so intertwined that in the early church the only time people could be baptized was at the Easter Vigil – the first celebration of the paschal mystery each year - beginning at sundown the day before Easter Sunday.   
In Baptism, we die to our old way of living and are raised to a new life in Christ.  
Water is the outward and visible sign of the inward and spiritual grace given to us by God through Baptism.   

Baptism is the sacrament by which God adopts us as children and makes us members of Christ’s body, the Church, and inheritors of the kingdom of God.   Water is the symbol we see that bestows on us the grace of union with Christ in his death and resurrection, birth into God’s family the Church, forgiveness of sins and new life in the Holy Spirit.

In Baptism we are incorporates into Christ’s body – the Church, infused with Christ’s character, and empowered to be Christ’s reconciling presence in the world.

This morning we will welcome Reed Claro into Christ’s body - washing her with the waters of Baptism, sealing her with oil and giving her the Light of Christ symbolized by a candle.
This Easter Day let these symbols, the butterflies, the eggs, the empty cross, the open font filled with water, remind us of Christ’s resurrection from the grave, His triumph over death once for all.

John Chrysostom, a Pastor of Constantinople in about 400 CE wrote these beautiful words in a sermon delivered one Easter Morning.  He said -
“Christ is Risen, and you, o death, are annihilated!
Christ is Risen, and the evil ones are cast down!
Christ is Risen, and the angels rejoice!
Christ is Risen, and life is liberated!
Christ is Risen, and the tomb is emptied of its dead;
for Christ having risen from the dead, 
is become the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
To Him be Glory and Power forever and ever.”
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

The Lord is Risen Indeed. Alleluia

