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http://www.mscperu.org/grafic/graficoslit/cTO/02_to_c.htm
Isaiah 62:1-5
Psalm 36:5-10
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11
Yesterday I spent the day at the Postulant/Candidate Retreat at BBCC.  This is an annual retreat where all postulants and candidates for Holy Orders, know as PIP (people in the process) in the Diocese of Vermont come together with the Bishop, the Commission on Ministry and the Standing Committee for a day of getting to know one another activities.  This is meant to be a relaxing day for all, a day full of laughter and conversation.  But for the PIPs it is often very stressful as you feel you are constantly being observed and evaluated.  I remember my retreats well.

The focus of the retreat is always on Baptism and how each one of us is living into our Baptismal Covenant.

All participants at the retreat are asked how they are understanding and claiming their individual ministries in the church and in the world as seen through the Baptismal Covenant. 

Baptism is about claiming our ministry in the world.  Each one of us is called to do justice and to work for peace.  Every one of us – not just a chosen few in the church and in the world – but every one of us.  God called Martin Luther King Jr., Dorothy Day, John the Baptizer, and other prophets to push the limits, to challenge the status quo, to open the eyes of people around them.  This pushing of limits, this challenging the status quo is our job as well as Christians.  Maybe not in ways as public or transformative as Martin Luther King Jr. and others but in important ways all the same.

On Tuesday evening of this past week your vestry gathered together for dinner and a time of fellowship.  Following the meal we undertook our Mutual Ministry Review for this parish.  During this time together we openly shared our thoughts and feelings about the past year, our goals planted, sprouted and harvested; our current challenges and where we think we would like to focus our attention in the coming year.  We examined our overall program at St. James, our direction and momentum.   

We opened our meeting time with the following reflection from the late Archbishop Oscar Romero.  In this profound, poetic reflection about the nature of our work in the Church and about assessing its progress, Romero helps us, now and then, to step back and take the long view of our work together.

 He says,
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is even beyond our vision.  

We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is God’s work. 
Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of saying that the kingdom always lies beyond us.

No statement says all that could be said.

No prayer fully expresses our faith.

No program accomplishes our mission.

No set of goals and objectives includes everything.

That is what we are about.

We plant the seeds that one day will grow.

We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise.

We lay foundations that will need further development.

We provide yeast that produces effects far beyond our capabilities.

We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well.

It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and do the rest.

We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between the master builder and the worker.

We are workers, 
not master builders; 
   ministers, 
not messiahs.

We are prophets of a future not our own.

It is very easy in our busy world, our world which measures success by accomplishments, to become wrapped up in our plans and reviews to the point that they become the work.  That is not the mission of the church. Our job as the church and as individuals is to love one another, to plant seeds and bear fruit, recognizing that everything that truly matters will be done in God’s time, not ours.
Each and every one of us is called by Christ in Baptism to change the world.  We make promises at our baptism to be the Church by continuing in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers;  by persevering in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord; by proclaiming by word and example the Good News of God in Christ;  by seeking and serving Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself; and by striving for justice and peace among all people, and respecting the dignity of every human being, and I believe every living thing.

These are the promises we made or were made for us at our Baptism.  These are big promises, important promises for us to take seriously.

Last week we renewed our Baptismal promises to God, and you were sprinkled again with the waters of Baptism, a reminder of who we are and what we are called to do as baptized persons.

So as the parish of St. James, how are we living into these vows?  
We come together every week and at other times throughout the week to worship God and be fed with the spiritual food from heaven.  We listen to scripture, we pray scripture and we learn from scripture.   We then go out and proclaim the Good News of Christ by the way we live our lives at work, at home and in the community around us.  We confess our sins and ask God to help us to change our sinful ways.  We are reassured that our sins are forgiven and that we are blessed by God.  
We show are love for our neighbor and for God by helping the poor, the sick and friendless.  We feed the hungry, we care for our elderly, we reach out beyond ourselves to help those in need through our missions and outreach program and through the parish discretionary fund.   As a group of individuals beyond our outreach within the parish, I know we do so much more to help those in need in the world.  
We work for justice and peace in the world and we respect the dignity of all of creation when we invite all people to this altar, baptized or not; when we greet people at our doors and welcome them into our midst; when we stand up for the rights of others; when we greet and help strangers on the street; when we recycle and buy locally.  


We are doing so much already but we can always do more.

As our vestry grapples with the possible transition to a smaller vestry, we become more and more aware of the importance of each one of you and your individual ministries in our life as a parish.   We begin to see that the only way we can continue to grow and thrive as a parish is for each one of us to answer God call, our individual call from God, to step up to the plate and offer our time and talents, as well as our treasure, for the betterment of this place and for the world.

Each one of us must live into our baptismal covenant and become leaders within the parish.

Our reading this morning from the beginning of John’s gospel follows immediately after Jesus’ baptism and after he has called 5 of his disciples, Andrew and an unnamed disciple, Simon Peter, Phillip and Nathaniel.  This explains the ‘third day’ reference in our reading.
Today we find them today at a wedding feast with no more wine.  Mary asks Jesus to do his thing, to change the water into wine.  Jesus resists, but eventually listens to the call from God, claiming more fully his understanding and role in the community and does the deed.  He is manifest to his followers and the people gathered at the wedding, and his disciples believed in him.  Jesus had to claim his role, claim his call from God, and begins his public ministry.  
Each one of us must also answer God’s call in our life time.  Each one of us.  We must open ourselves up to God’s presence in our lives, and answer the call knowing that not everything we begin will be perfect, or finished but we must try.  We are after all only human.
As we begin a new year, think about where God might be calling you this year, next year and down the road.  Open yourself up to God’s presence through prayer and interactions with others.  Be willing to listen to and answer that small silent voice that continues to grow within you, drawing you, guiding you to new possibilities, new roles, new experiences and into a new relationship with Christ.

We need to remember that we are all in this together - so let’s join hands and continue the dance of abundance, the dance we share with God that brings us new life and new possibilities to our parish and to the world.  

Amen.
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