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Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30
Again in this week’s readings the ‘old is made new.’  Jeremiah is made new when God calls him to be a prophet, to go out and challenge the people, taking him from his simple, mundane life to one of huge responsibility.  
And in the Gospel, the image of the Messiah is made new for the people around Jesus.  He was not the Messiah they were expecting, the old image of saving the Israelites is challenged when Jesus reminds them that God through Elijah and Elisha worded outside the box saving non-Jews and not the chosen people.  The old is made new over and over again.      

God is calling each and every one of us, and the Church, to be something new, to see and understand ourselves in new ways.  Some of us are called to be acolytes, or vestry members, some to roles of hospitality such as coffee hour hosts or greeters and welcomers, some to roles of teachers both inside and outside the church.  Some to be business owners, CPA’s, chefs, etc.  Some are good with numbers or organization, or with fabric or yarn.  Some are called to be deacons, priests or bishops.  We are all given different gifts by God and then are called to use those gifts in different ways for the good of all.

The question is, ‘are we listening?’
And if we are listening, ‘Do we argue with God or do we simply move forward?’
For me the call to priesthood was long and slow.  Actually the call was probably not that way but I just wasn’t listening or I felt that like Jeremiah – I was only a boy – totally unable to handle the awesome responsibility of being a leader in the church.  I felt I had very little experience with life; after all I grew up in small town in Vermont.  People would ask me over and over again if I had ever thought about becoming a priest (this was in high school mind you).  How could I become a priest?  I had too many flaws and faults.  I certainly was far from perfect, which was my image of a priest.   
SO I ignored God and went on my way, working as a salesperson in a nursery, a computer programmer, and floral designer/business owner.  

Finally God spoke so loudly that I had no alternative but to pay attention.  So I began the discernment process; talking first with Beth and friends, then my priest, my spiritual director, the bishop, the Commission on Ministry and so on. 

I fought all the way along.  I went to all of my meetings and told each group it was their responsibility to say that I wasn’t hearing God correctly.  They were to say ‘no’.  It was up to them to stop this process.  
But deep down I knew this was what God was calling me to, I knew this was the right thing for me.  But I resisted and fought anyway.   This resistance continued even to the point of interviewing at GTS.  They too were supposed to stop my forward progress.  
But here I am today, called by God to a ministry I never imaged; called to be a priest in the Church.  And after all is said and done I finally feel fulfilled in my life.  This is what God was calling me to all along.  I just couldn’t and/or wouldn’t believe it. But this is the real me for once in my life.  For the first time in my life I am settled within.  
This is where I was always being led, being called, I just had to open my ears and heart and allow God to work.  It is that old adage ‘let go and let God.’
Where is God calling you?  
Where will you finally land – and what will you be doing with your life and for the love of those around you?  

How do you fit into God’s plan?  
Have you asked God lately?  
God has a plan for every one of us – I truly believe this.  Each of us is called by God to something.  Being called doesn’t always lead to ordained ministry, it can but more often than not it leads to some type of lay ministry, to work outside of the Church.  God is calling.  

It is up to us to listen with our ears and hearts as we discern what it is that God is asking us to do.  Listening with our ears is easy.  Friends, family members and even complete strangers will tell us something out of the blue.  “You know you’re really good with kids, have you ever considered…”   Listen carefully to these comments and consider acting on what they are saying.  Many times they know us better than we know ourselves.  
Listening with our heart is harder.  It involves prayer - listening prayer, contemplative prayer, not conversational prayer.  It involves sitting in silence and listening beyond the noise of this world to the noise of God’s great silence.  Listening prayer is about listening for the voice that is only heard in silence.  It is in this listening, that we are able to hear God’s plan for us, a plan that was set into motion before we were born.

Like Jeremiah and the people of Nazareth, we too are transformed from something old to something new when we listen to God.

The new from the old can happen in the blink of an eye or it may take weeks and even years for the transformation to occur. 
As part of Sacred Places and our Heritage questions and events we will be examining who we are by sharing how we see our gifts and talents and then asking others to share what they see as our gifts and talents.  It is an amazing exercise and only reinforces how we see ourselves and helps us to discover new and exciting things about ourselves.   

We have all been given gifts by God.  We are all called to share those gifts and talents with each other thereby building up the Body of Christ in the church, the community and the world.

God is calling to the Church to something new also.  The old model isn’t working anymore.  Christendom as we knew it is quickly fading.  The Church is not the only way anymore.  For much of the population life no longer centers around the Church.  Christianity isn’t the “state religion” anymore.  Clergy members no longer get special priority; no longer get special treatment and discounts on things like books, dry cleaning, meals.  I don’t think they need to but at one time this was the norm.  Christendom is ending.  The Church is in transition.  
Phyllis Tickle addresses this idea in her book Christianity for the Rest of Us saying, “…(as the church) we know where we have been but we have no idea where we are going.”  In other words, the old model, the old way must change – it must become something new.  
Martin Copenhaver says in his book Good News in Exile, “Much of the time it can be seen that the church we love is fading away, but those of us who cling to the promise of Resurrection already know that God has a way of taking the raw stuff of decay, and even death, and fashioning it into something ‘rich and strange.’  This God is not finished yet. And so, I believe, neither is the church.”  
I too believe the Church is in a major transition and that this is not the end of the church.  The Church is in transition everywhere.  It is not just about us here at St. James.  We must understand that we are not to blame for these shifts in understanding.  In fact, it would be better for us to try to identify, describe, understand and frame these changes in ways that give us a chance to respond to them.  If we are able to do this we may be able to stay ahead of the change and not be crushed by it.  

This idea is found in the book Changing the Conversation – by Anthony B. Robinson.  After finishing the introduction and a few pages of chapter 1 I think we need to explore this book as a group, have conversations around it.  I believe it may help us all to get a better grasp on our individual callings and also grasp more clearing what is happening within the larger church.  It may help us see that the old is being made new right before our eyes.  I am not sure how we should do this – how we should hold this conversation but I think that this is a turning point within the church and we need to start being open about it at least within our own walls.  
Let us pray.

Holy and life giving God; help us to recognize and act on the various callings you issue to each and every one of us and help us to be open to the possibility of change within ourselves, knowing that those around us will support and strengthen us as we try new things and stretch our new found wings.  
Help us also to feel confident in your Love and in the power of the Resurrection to openly share our thoughts, our dreams and fears for this place and for the larger Church.  We ask this in Christ’s name.  Amen  
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