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Exodus 3:1-15


 HYPERLINK "http://www.io.com/%7Ekellywp/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent3_RCL.html" \l "PSALM" Psalm 63:1-8


 HYPERLINK "http://www.io.com/%7Ekellywp/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent3_RCL.html" \l "EPISTLE" 1 Corinthians 10:1-13


 HYPERLINK "http://www.io.com/%7Ekellywp/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent3_RCL.html" \l "GOSPEL" Luke 13:1-9
I think before we get too far into this we need a brief explanation of part of the Gospel lesson.   When I first read this passage I didn’t understand the significance of the two references to the Galileans.  We were taught in our homiletics courses that if something jumps out at you, either in a positive or negative way, you need to focus on it – at least briefly.  So after some research I discovered an explanation for this rather odd passage in Mark’s Gospel.  Basically Jesus is using two local news events of his time to make a point.

In the Old Testament world there was a common belief that all suffering and death was caused by one’s sins.  The worse the sin, the worse the disaster.    But Jesus rejected this idea. (As do I)  Jesus used two historical events, both resulting in death for those involved, to drive his point home.

Each group had very different beliefs as to what was right when it came to dealing with the Romans.  The first group involved revolutionaries from Galilee.   They started a rebellion against the Romans.   They were slaughtered in front of the Temple and because of the location of the fight their blood was mixed with the blood of their sacrifices. 

The second group involved a group of collaborators with the Romans.   They were helping to build a Roman aqueduct to bring water to the pool of Siloam in Jerusalem.   The tower they were constructing collapsed and they were all killed.

Jesus notes that both groups were sincere in their belief, each group believed that what they were doing was right.  Jesus is pointing out to us that these Galileans didn’t die because of their sins.  Jesus is telling his followers and us as well that this is not God’s way.  God doesn’t destroy God creates.  God wants us to live and grow and bear fruit, the fruit of love.

Then Jesus shared his understanding of sin, punishment and death using the parable of the fig tree.  In this parable, the owner is frustrated with a certain fig tree, a tree that has not produced fruit for three years.  In his frustration and impatience he orders the tree to be cut down and destroyed.  

But his gardener suggests that perhaps they take a different course of action.  What if he takes care of it for one more year - what if he gives it special attention and nurturing for just one more year than maybe it will produce fruit.  

Many of us in this congregation are gardeners and we know that gardening is hard work.  We know we have to water, fertilize, watch out for pests, and protect the plants from frost and the sweltering heat of summer to get the most from our gardens.  We know that gardening is not easy work, as wonderful and rewarding as it is, it is tough work.


And sometimes even in spite of our best efforts and attention to detail, the plants still don’t grow or flower or produce fruit, the way we want or the way they should.

Even when we have spent lots of extra effort on seeing that a plant has all it needs, it still may not grow and produce as we would have hoped.  Sometimes, the plant still does nothing at all.  
We, as God's children, are like that too.  We are given many opportunities to grow, we are nurtured and cared for by God in so many ways, yet there are times that we do not produce fruit as we should.  

God is the God of abundance.  God gives us everything we need to survive in our daily lives.  It is up to us to use what God has given us in ways that produce the best fruit; the best for us, for our neighbors and for the world.

Each one of each is given a unique set of gifts from God.  We know this because we are all different.  God made us this way.  Because God made us in God’s image and we know that God is the God of Abundance, together, as a group, we can do anything; we are able to produce all the fruit we need to survive, by the grace of God.  God has given us all we need and more.  All we have to do is get out of the way and let God nurture us so we can grow into the beings God intends us to be.

Just as a tree yields it fruit to all around it, we must do the same.  In today’s society we see more and more people becoming self-centered that ever before.  Our fast paced lifestyle, our ability to shop at home anytime and instantly access almost anything we can image aids in this feeling of self-centeredness.  We are a “I want it” and “I want it now” society.  We believe we don’t need anyone or anything else to survive.  We believe we have all we need within ourselves to survive.

This self-centeredness is like the fig tree that doesn’t blossom and yield fruit.  It grows only for itself.  It doesn’t give to the world around it.  It doesn’t provide food for the animals that need its fruit to survive.  It doesn’t provide fruit yielding seeds for the future.  It grows only for itself.    

To live in this state of self-centeredness is to die.  If the fig tree doesn’t produce fruit it will not be able to propagate itself and it will ultimate perish and nothing will be left.  

The same is true for us.  The more inward we turn, the more we die.  To turn from this barren life, this self-centered way of being, to repent, is to begin to grow and flourish.

God is willing to wait for us to emerge from this self-centered way of life.  God is always there reaching out to us, extending God’s hand toward us, hoping that one day we will turn and reach back.

The more we turn - the more we reach out, the more God is able to feed us, to nurture us so that we can eventually grow into the beings God intended us to be from the beginning.  But it is ultimately up to us.  We have to make the choice to turn toward God.  We have to make the step toward repentance.  Each day we live apart from God we die a little more inside.  
Each day of separation causes us to feel that we are in control, we are fine and healthy.  But each day we must make the choice to turn back toward God.  
It is not a once in life time event for most people.  It is a constant struggle.  We must constantly be looking for food and nourishment from God and the only way to get that is to turn toward the Light.  

Just like a plant turns its leaves to absorb the sun’s energy in order to survive, we too must turn our faces toward the Son; we must constantly face God for our very survival.   

It is a choice each one of us must make on daily basis, no - on a second by second basis.  Therefore in a sense we become the gardener; cultivating the soul within ourselves.  We must choose to survive by turning toward God, by repenting.  

Every week in our liturgy we come before God and confess our sins, our separation from God.  Every week we make an attempt to turn back toward God and each week God forgives our short comings and failings that separate from God’s Love.  This is part of God’s Great Abundance.  The fact that God doesn’t give up on us is such an amazing gift; the gift of life sustaining Abundance.  

And our response to this Good News is, Thanks be to God.

Amen.     

Ideas from portions of this sermon came from: 
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