[image: image1.png]



http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://servicioskoinonia.org/cerezo/dibujosA/22VigiliapascualA.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.zionak.org
The Great Vigil of Easter
April 3, 2010
Sermon preached by The Rev. Scott B. Neal

St. James’ Episcopal Church
Arlington, VT

Genesis 1:1-2:4a [The Story of Creation] 
Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13 [The Flood] 
Genesis 22:1-18 [Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac] 
Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 [Israel's deliverance at the Red Sea] 
Isaiah 55:1-11 [Salvation offered freely to all] 
Baruch 3:9-15, 3:32-4:4 or Proverbs 8:1-8, 19-21; 9:4b-6 [Learn wisdom and live]


 HYPERLINK "http://www.io.com/%7Ekellywp/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasVigil_RCL.html" \l "Reading7" Ezekiel 36:24-28 [A new heart and a new spirit] 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.io.com/%7Ekellywp/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasVigil_RCL.html" \l "OldTest8" Ezekiel 37:1-14 [The valley of dry bones] 
Zephaniah 3:12-20 [The gathering of God's people] 
At The Eucharist

Romans 6:3-11 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.io.com/%7Ekellywp/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasVigil_RCL.html" \l "EuchPsalm" Psalm 114


 HYPERLINK "http://www.io.com/%7Ekellywp/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasVigil_RCL.html" \l "Gospel" Luke 24:1-12
The April 2010 edition of The National Geographic Magazine is devoted to water and it importance in our lives, from drinking, and irrigation, to its importance to the world’s religions.  Water is something that many of us in the North East take for granted.  After all we almost always have plenty of it available.  But is not the case for much of the world.  We are very fortunate to have an ample supply.
Water is sacred in many of the world religions.

If I were called in / to construct a religion / I should make use of water wrote the English poet Philip Larkin in 1954 – and most religions do.  Waters, religious historian Marcea Eliade explained in the 1950s, are “spring and origin, the reservoirs of the possibilities of existence; they precede every form and support every creation.”  
So it has been since human history began and, by legend, before.  The world Genesis says, was brought to life by a God who created a “firmament in the midst of the waters.”  Babylonians believed in a world made from a commingling of fresh and salt water.  Pima Indians have said Mother Earth was impregnated by a drop of water.  The cataclysmic flood that destroys a civilization is also an aqueous archetype and part of Hebrew, Greek and Aztec cultures.  The body thirsts.  So does the spirit.  “I must live near a lake,” wrote Swiss psychiatrist Carl Jung, who waded into the depths of the psyche and equated water with the unconscious.  “without water, I thought, nobody could live at all.”  From our worldly entrance in a burst of amniotic fluid to a ritual washing of the dead, water flows through our lives, scribing a line deep between sacred and profane, life and death.  We are doused, dunked, dipped, sprinkled – and blessings flow, deep and wide as the River Jordan of scripture, wondrous as the spring Lourdes, cathartic as tears.  
-- Cathy Newman National Geographic Magazine, April 2010.
So why am I telling you this you may ask?  
Tonight we gather around our campfire, the Paschal Candle, the symbol of Christ’s light in the world and share our stories of salvation.  The image of the life saving actions of water appeared again and again in our stories; stories that have been passed down from generation to generation over thousands of years.

The first is these stories is the story of creation from Genesis 1.  This story opens with the Spirit moving over the waters; the waters covering the face of the deep.  From this water God gives birth to all life, including humankind.  It tells of our very beginning, the birth of the world and stresses the importance of water to all life.
While the story of evolution is not a part of our sacred scriptures, evolution tells us that life started in the water and moved out onto the land.  It is the same story really just told from a different perspective.   

Our second story is from Genesis chapters 7, 8 and 9.  It is the story of the flood.  It tells of God’s frustration with the corruption that has taken over the earth.  All of creation is corrupt so God decides to start over, to wipe creation clean.  Noah is told to build an ark and gathers his household and two of every kind of animal on the earth into this ark.  Then it rains for forty days.  Imagine that amount of rain – it would make the flooded areas of New Jersey and Rhode Island seem like a little water.  And we know how the rains in the past week have affected these people. 

For Noah, his family and the animals the ark became a life saving and life giving device; keeping them safe, floating on top of the water, cradled by God’s love.  With time the flood waters dried up, the ark comes to rest on dry ground, Noah, his family and the animals burst forth from the ark and life was reborn into a new creation.  

The final story dealing with water tonight comes from Exodus chapters 14 and 15.  This is the story of Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea. Again the water is the life saver, it births a new nation.  Israel walks through the Red Sea on dry ground. The water surrounded the people in the waters of the sea keeping them safe from harm.  The Egyptians were following close behind.  Israel burst forth on the opposite shore and the water closed in destroying the Egyptian army.  

Israel was thrust out of the sea, and was given a new birth in a new land.  

Birth and rebirth.  This is our story.

When we are born into this world we enter with a burst of flowing water.  
Our bodies are full of water and without it we would die in a few short days.  
Life depends on a supply of water.  Without water there is not life.  It is through the gift of water that life was created, that life was redeemed and a nation was set free.  

No wonder water plays such an important role in religious ceremonies around the world.  No wonder water is central to our understanding of Christianity.  It is the entrance point into Christianity.  Water is the outward and visible sign of the inward and spiritual grace given to us by God through Baptism.   
Baptism is the sacrament by which God adopts us as children and makes us members of Christ’s bodies, the Church, and inheritors of the kingdom of God.  Water is the symbol we see that bestows on us the grace of union with Christ in his death and resurrection, birth into God’s family the Church, forgiveness of sins and new life in the Holy Spirit.

Over the past twenty centuries, The Great Vigil of Easter has been the night that new converts to Christianity were baptize in living waters, flowing waters; water that signifies death of an old life and rebirth to a new life.  
Tonight we have no baptisms here at St. James’.  We will however gather around the font and thank God for the gift of water, over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation, through it the children of Israel were led out of bondage into the promised land, in it Jesus was baptized by John and anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from bondage of sin into everlasting life.   
Tonight we will gather around the font and reaffirm our baptism promises and once again are sprinkled with water, a reminder of our baptism.

So I invite you to join me at the font and let us be reminded of the gift of baptism and water in our lives by renewing our own Baptismal Vows.
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