
 
 

A Letter from the Rt. Rev. Thomas C. Ely, Bishop of Vermont 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Since 1855, Rock Point has served as a unique center of the Episcopal 

Church in Vermont, welcoming friends and neighbors attracted to its natural 

beauty and its peaceful, quiet, and social embrace. …For too long we have 

relied on nature to take care of itself, despite our inroads on its majesty. 

…Deeper caring cannot wait. Having taken stock of our property and studied 

its assets and challenges, we seek to provide the stewardship that Rock Point 

deserves and desperately needs. 
 

Now, building on two years of extraordinarily thoughtful work by scores of 

volunteers, experts, and leaders, the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont is 

determined to act to preserve and improve the facilities; to protect and to 

provide access; to invest in the most spiritually and educationally rewarding 

ways to help Rock Point serve our mission. 
 

After our comprehensive study of the needs and potential…we bring new 

confidence in its role as a central meeting place for the programs, people, and 

the future of the surrounding community as well as the Episcopal Church in 

Vermont. We have designed our plans and the Partnership Campaign to 

support a unified, future-focused mission, where our service to nature, to 

people, and to community are all part of one energy.  

 

We invite you to join us in this dramatic approach to sustaining Rock Point 

and all its glory. Please be part of our journey together.  

 
 

About the Partnership Campaign for Rock Point 
  

Members of the wider community worked with the Episcopal Church in 

Vermont to develop a compelling vision and plan for the future of Rock 

Point and compiled a list of investments necessary to realize that vision. We 

embrace the goal of wise environmental stewardship of land and buildings, 

including renewable solar energy, enlightened land management, and the 

balance between conservation and public access. 
 

The Partnership Campaign for Rock Point, with awareness of its importance 

to participants attending retreats and conferences, the Summer Camp, the 

Rock Point School, and to a wide variety of other visitors who come for 

education and recreation. These investments will lead to greater self-

sufficiency and a sustainable future for Rock Point. 

 

Project/Investment Description Total Cost 

Leadership & 

Stewardship 

Implementation of Land Use Plan 

and coordination of Rock Point 

partner organizations 

$250,000 

Energy Self-

Sufficiency 

Purchase of the Solar Orchard and 

continued energy conservation 
$350,000 

Improving Public 

Access 

Road, natural trails, signage, and 

environmental work 
$199,000 

Upgrading Facilities 

for Better Use 

Conference Center and Retreat: 

Bishop Booth Conference Center 
$333,000 

Upgrading Facilities 

for Better Use 

Outdoor Recreation and 

Environmental Education for 

Youth: Cabins and waterfront 

program at Rock Point Camp 

$180,000 

Preserving Historic 

Structures 
Bishop's House and Farmhouse $313,000 

Supporting Costs of 

Campaign 
 $75,000 

 TOTAL OVER 3 YEARS $1,700,000 

 
 

 

 

“Upon This Rock” 

The Parish Campaign for Rock 

Point 

 and  

St. James’ Church  

Participation  

 



ST. JAMES’ CHURCH PARTICIPATION 

 

To date, for a variety of reasons, St. James’ Church has not participated in 

the campaign to date. In March, Bishop Ely wrote to Father Miller and to the 

Senior Warden urging us to participate; following are excerpts from his 

letter:  
 

“I know that Saint James has been dealing with a lot this past year, and so 

understandably this campaign may not have been your highest priority.  I get 

that, and yet as we are completing the campaign I want to be sure all 

congregations have the opportunity to participate. My hope all along has 

been that every congregation will offer some contribution, so they can join in 

the celebration of the campaign’s success and say, “we were part of this great 

effort.… Eighty-five percent of our congregations have found some way to 

contribute: matching funds offered by the Vestry, dedicating special 

collections, finding donors interested in the Camp or trails, and other ways to 

pledge. I hope there is a way to add Saint James to that number. The reality is 

that we are now poised to announce that the goal has been reached and when 

we list the congregations who have shared in this effort I want to make sure 

Saint James is on the list.” 
 

The Vestry has agreed unanimously that St. James’ must be a part of the 

Parish Campaign for Rock Point. After considerable discussion, we have 

developed a mini-campaign to ensure our participation. Patricia Gordon 

Michael and Eileen Rice are co-chairing this effort for parish-wide 

involvement that includes: 

 A minimum goal of a $1000 parish contribution 

 Providing information about the campaign and the plans for the 

future of Rock Point  

 An appeal to each parishioner to participate in the fundraising effort 

 A “Celebrate Rock Point” dinner on Friday evening, May 18 at 6PM. 

Guest speaker: Ellen McCulloch-Lovell, appointed by Bishop Ely as 

Rock Point Legacy Minister to design and implement the fundraising 

campaign to support the vision of Rock Point as an educational, 

recreational and spiritual resource for the Episcopal Church in 

Vermont and the broader community. 

 A special collection on the Day of Pentecost, Sunday, May 20, to 

raise additional funds for the campaign.  
 

You will be hearing more about our participation in “Upon This Rock.” in 

the next few weeks. It is our hope that we will exceed our minimum goal. St. 

James’ is known affectionately as “the cradle parish of the Episcopal Church 

in Vermont.”  We have been a worshipping community here  

since 1764.  We believe that whatever the actual financial outcome of our 

campaign,  it is essential that St. James be included in the roster of those  

who helped bring the campaign to completion and that we take joy in the 

celebration of the realization of a great work of stewardship and a vision for 

the future of an irreplaceable resource.   

 

Please mark your calendars for the important dates in this effort that are 

listed in the Meeting and Events Calendar of the St. James’ Weekly News  

and in the body of this leaflet. If you wish to help in any part of our mini-

campaign, please see either Eileen or Patricia. We welcome your 

participation.  
  

Meet Ellen McCulloch-Lovell  

Guest Speaker at St. James’ Church: Friday, May 18, 6PM  
 

Ellen McCulloch-Lovell  was appointed Rock Point Legacy Minister by 

Bishop Ely to design and implement the fundraising campaign to support the 

vision of Rock Point as an educational, recreational and spiritual resource for 

the Episcopal Church in Vermont and the broader community. 
 

McCulloch-Lovell is the former President of Marlboro College, where she 

led efforts to more than double the size of Marlboro’s endowment, increase 

its annual fund, and attract grants from foundations. She is familiar with the 

needs of buildings and grounds as well as educational and outreach 

programs. Before her eleven years of service at the College, she served as the 

founding director of the Veterans’ History Project at the Library of Congress, 

and as deputy assistant to the president and advisor to the First Lady in the 

Clinton administration. She  also spent 10 years as Senator Leahy’s Chief of 

Staff in Washington, D.C., working with a wide range of state and national 

issues. She began  her career in Vermont leading the Vermont Arts Council 

for eight years as executive director. She and her husband Chris recently 

moved back to Montpelier and to their earlier church home, Christ Church. 
 

Bishop Ely said, “We are pleased that Ellen will take on this ministry to help 

us support Rock Point, some of the last open land on Lake Champlain, using 

her extensive fundraising and board experience, and her ability to engage 

others in a vision.” McCulloch-Lovell said “The vision for Rock Point as a 

sacred place by the Lake for people, wildlife, and water quality, as well as a 

center of diocesan life and ministry, is one I greatly value. I look forward to 

showing others how they can participate in sustaining this beautiful place and 

enhancing the activities that happen here.” 

 


