
      St. James’ Episcopal Church     

              Vestry Meeting 

             August 17
th

, 2016 

 

Those present: Joanna Taylor, Garry Roosma, Patricia Gordon Michael, Rob Faley, 

Evan Lawrence, Steve Blackler, Ed Gust, Kathleen Moore, plus Fr. Christopher, 

Eileen Rice, Nancy Boardman and Susan Gratz and Chris Meyer from the MDC. 

 

Ed Gust opened the meeting at 6:35 p.m. with a prayer and reading. 

 

Evan introduced David Armbruster, his meditation teacher, who asked us what we 

are looking for in setting up a meditation course. Garry explained that we are looking 

for something worthwhile to offer the parish and community, 

   David passed out a sheet describing his philosophy of meditation, his experience as 

a teacher and the benefits of meditation, which are physical, spiritual and psychological.  

   He is offering to teach a course for free; the course would run for 8-10 weeks and last 

an hour and a half each session. St. James’ will do the publicity. David will be away for 

November, and suggested that we start the course five weeks beforehand. We are looking at 

a start date of Sept. 15
th
. 

 

MDC: The answers to the 12 questions have been disseminated via e-mail, and everyone in 

the parish is encouraged to respond with further comments before the answers are edited into 

a shorter format, as per the Diocese. The committee wants to present the answers in final form 

to the Bishop when he visits us on Oct. 5
th
, so our input is requested by no later than Sept. 15

th
, 

with responses and comments going to Chris Meyer at cmeyer@myfairpoint.net. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Eileen passed out the July report (attached). Fr. Christopher will be 

paid via Paydata from August on.  

   Joanna reports that Marie Hauck’s estate is going into probate, and her $25,000 bequest to St. 

James’ will be put in the Foundation account. 

 

Clerk’s report: The minutes of the July meeting were approved. 

 

Interim pastor’s report: Fr. Christopher explained the Diocese’s policy on doing background 

checks and requiring Safe Church training. Rob moved and Ed seconded to accept the 

language in Fr. Christopher’s memo. 

 

Music: The church has interviewed and hired a pianist who will start Sept. 11
th
. Wyatt is 

a junior at Williams College, and will be paid $100/week. Because he lives in CA, he will 

probably not be available during school holidays such as Christmas. 

 

Meditation Course: Kathleen will make sure the course is publicized on the social 

media sites, at Mack and Orvis, and Evan volunteered to write the press release, while 

Patricia will design a flyer. Perhaps display ads will be done, as well. Discussion of 

whether David needs a background security check. Evan will finalize all the details with 

David. 

 

Norman’s Attic—Joanna reported that the event netted about $3,500, and so far we have 

26 vendors signed up for Harvest Fest. 

 

Coffee hour: Sue Claro sent an e-mail to Joanna reiterating the need for people to 

mailto:cmeyer@myfairpoint.net


sign up for coffee hour. Perhaps the Parish Life committee should take this over. Joanna 

will forward Sue’s e-mail. 

   We need people to underwrite the weekly cleaning of the church, as well.  

Patricia will put a notice in the bulletin. Cleaning should be a line item in the budget,  

just like lawn care. 

 

Worship: the new rota is out. We need more welcomers, and acolyte training will be 

starting soon. On Sept. 11
th
 we will be going back to Rite 1 at 8 a.m . and Rite II at 

10 a.m. 

 

Communications: Kathleen has been training others to take over this task. 

 

Finance: Discussion of whether the new rector should be hired full-time or part-time. 

Based on the church’s financial situation, it was decided to go with a 50% position. 

That means we will need to set priorities so that he/she isn’t overburdened with tasks 

that won’t fit the time allowed. 

   Evan moved and Garry seconded to make the new rector’s job a 50% position. The 

motion carried. 

 

Stewardship: Garry says the letter is ready to go out, but we need to find four parishioners 

who are willing to give testimonials about their support of the church. 

 

Other Business: Patricia mentioned a need for parishioners, especially those who live alone, 

to be listed on a contact sheet in case of emergencies. It could be a form that is filled out 

and kept on file in the office. Joanna will talk to Marilyn King about this. 

 

Building and Grounds: Rob explained the proposed pre-pay fuel-oil contract with Miles. 

The estimate of 2,500 gallons for the coming winter seems realistic, and we will sign on 

at a price of $2.15/gallon tops.  

   He is going to call Vermont Pest Control to help “rehome” the chipmunks who have 

been seen in the church. 

   In order to make mowing easier, the gardens behind the Rectory and office will be turned 

back into lawns. We will offer the flowers to parishioners and the Arlington Garden Club. 

 

Cemetery: Garry reported on the tree limbs that are threatening the headstones, as well as a big 

yew that needs to come down. Kathleen made a motion to do the removal at an upper 

cost limit of $2,500; motion seconded and carried. 

 

The next meeting will be on Sept. 21
st
 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Patricia did the closing prayer. The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

 

            

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Nancy Boardman, Clerk 

  


