
TODAY’S HYMNS are listed here and on the hymn board above the 

pulpit and can be found in the blue-covered The Hymnal 1982 in the 

pew rack.  

 

1. Processional Hymn:  #75       3. Offertory: #76       

2. The Sequence Hymn: #53       4. Closing: #343              

        

 
LOOKING AHEAD 

 

 

WORSHIP    
 

Wednesday, December 13, 5:30PM… …Midweek Eucharist, Iona Tradition 

The Feast of St. Lucy (Lucia) Martyr 

 

Sunday, December 17, 2017..……..……….…The Third Sunday of Advent   

Liturgy of the Holy Eucharist 

8AM – Rite I; 10AM - Rite II 

The Rev. John M. Miller, Celebrant and Preacher  

 

 

 

MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

Wednesday, December 13, 6:30PM …………………..Meeting of the Vestry 

Sunday, December 31, 3PM ……………………………Messiah Sing-Along 

Sunday, January 21, 2018…………..St. James’ Parish Annual Meeting   

 

 

THANKS TO 

 

Today’s Bean Counters: Joanna Taylor and Patricia Gordon Michael       

Today’s Coffee Hour Host: TBA 
 

 

 

 

 

The St. James’ Weekly News 

 

The Second Sunday of Advent  

December 10, 2017                                      
 

  

“O day of peace that dimly shines  

through all our hopes and prayers and dreams, 

guide us to justice, truth, and love,  

delivered from our selfish schemes. 

May swords of hate fall from our hands,  

our hearts from envy find release,  

till by God’s grace our warring world shall see  

Christ’s promised reign of peace.” 
[Hymn #597, v. 1] 

 

 
 

 

 

The Reverend John M. Miller, Celebrant and Preacher 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Office, 802-375-9952     stjamesparishoffice@gmail.com 

Visit our Website   www.stjamesarlingtonvt.org 

 Facebook.com/StJamesArlingtonVT    



WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to all and a special welcome to those who are visiting; the addition 

of your praise and thanks heartens us all. If you are seeking a church home or simply 

a place to rest for a while on your spiritual journey, we invite you to consider St. 

James’ to be that place. The service leaflet will guide you through the liturgy. In the 

pew racks you will find the Book of Common Prayer (red binding) and The Hymnal 

1982 (blue binding).  Please do not hesitate to ask a fellow worshipper for help.  

 If you are new to St. James’ and wish to be included in our weekly e-mails 

(This Week at St. James’), please fill in one of the welcome forms (available on the 

table in the narthex) and leave it in the offertory plate or with an usher. Restrooms 

are located in the undercroft on the right-hand wall. There is an elevator located in 

the narthex for those who need it. Please do not hesitate to speak to an usher or 

any church member if you have questions or need assistance.  Whether you are a 

visitor or a parishioner, if you would like a call and/or a visit please call the office at 

375-9952 or send an e-mail to stjamesparishoffice@gmail.com. If you have a need 

for hospital visitation for yourself or for a family member or friend, you must call 

the Parish Office.  The hospitals do not inform us of nor do they make available the 

names of patients being admitted.   
 

 

TODAY’S HYMNS are listed on the back cover and on the hymn board.     

 

BISHOP ELY’S MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE OF VERMONT. 

The Rt. Reverend Thomas C. Ely, Bishop of Vermont, has announced his retirement 

as  the 10
th

 Bishop of Vermont no later than September 2019. Copies of his letter to 

the people of Vermont are available on the table at the back of the nave, along with 

copies of the letter from the Standing Committee on the beginning of the process to 

choose a new bishop. Throughout his tenure as our Bishop, Bishop Ely has proved to 

be a true shepherd to his people – to all people, a good steward and an effective and 

significant leader in the wider church and beyond. There will be many opportunities 

in the near future to honor and thank Bishop Ely including when he makes his annual 

visitation to St. James’ on July 22, 2018. For the moment, let us offer prayers of 

thankfulness and praise for his ministry and good wishes of support and 

encouragement for him during this time of transition and change.    

 

THE RED STOCKING TREE DEADLINE IS TODAY. Please be sure that the 

tag for the recipient is on the wrapped gift. If you have any questions/problems,  

please talk to Eileen Rice (442-6937) or Patricia Michael (379-8132).as soon as 

possible.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

For the Sick:  Ken Blackler; Garrett Brewer; Janet Cassell; Linda Crosby; Vicky 

Cutler; Peter Garneau; Jo Gillikin; Dot Grout; Terry Harris; Thomas Hayton; Esther 

Jaffee; Jane Jersey; John Laughrey;  Alan Mears; Gail McDevitt; Charlie Menghini; 

Jack Michael; Cecelia O’Brien; Andie Owen; Ralph and Natalia Panelli; Irene Roth; 

Suzy Schott; Judy and Bobby Weiss; Dot Whitley; Wilfred Williamson; Ward 

Wilson; Jeanne Zouck; Barbara; Beth; Bob; Bruce; Celia; Chris; Dennis; Dick; 

Erika; Helen; Isaac; Jan; Jim; Jim and Dottie; John; John and Judy;  Kathy; Kay 
 

For the Departed:   Mary Margaret Mezacapa (anniversary); all our departed loved 

ones; all victims of natural disasters, violence, war, persecution and oppression in the 

United States and throughout the world.           
 

For Those In Need of Our Prayers:  Andie Owen and her family; Charles; Anna, 

Sherri; Alyce; Sue; Sara; Cathy; Alex; Sofia; Eleanor; Wanda; the Kluj family; 

Hank; Ellen; Estelle; Michael;  all who suffer from terrorism, strife, hunger and 

deprivation throughout the world; the homeless; refugees; for peace and justice 

everywhere.   

        

For Those Who Celebrate This Week: 

Birthdays:  12/12-Janet McQuade; 12/16-Dejon Hush      

Anniversaries: None this week                   

Baptismal Anniversaries:  None this week          

 

For Those Who Serve in the Armed Forces:  Gary Marckres; Margaret;   

Willow Bucchieri-Sibley   
  

In Thanksgiving For:   The ministry and leadership of the Rt. Rev. Thomas C. Ely, 

Bishop of Vermont;  the ministry of the Rev. John Miller; all the blessings of our 

lives; families and friends; God’s love, freely given; the communion of saints;  the 

gifts of faith and hope.    
 

For The Church:  For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding 

Bishop; Thomas, our Bishop; the people and mission of this Diocese; Lynn Bates, 

Canon to the Ordinary; this parish of St. James’ and its mission; the Very Rev. 

Christopher L. David and  the Revs. Paul Gratz, Sean Lanigan, John Miller, Scott B. 

Neal and Keith F. Patterson, priests; Kathleen Moore, seminarian.  In the Diocesan 

Prayer Calendar we pray for the ministry of our Retired Clergy licensed to officiate 

in the Episcopal Church in Vermont; and Province 6 (Land of Mountains, Plains and 

Lakes): The Dioceses of Colorado, Iowa, Nebraska, Minnesota, Montana, N. Dakota, 

S.Dakota and Wyoming.      

 

 



 

   MEDITATION FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

 

 “Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art: 

Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart” 
[Charles Wesley (1707-1788), Hymn #66] 

 

“When the more musical of the Wesley brothers penned this hymn, the 

British Empire was at the peak of its power and influence. Throughout the 

successive colonizations that marked its expansion, the British brought their 

culture everywhere they went. The people they found in the places they went 

looked primitive to them. They needed to be civilized. Part of becoming 

civilized was becoming Christian. It was assumed that everyone should be 

one, and would want to be one once the obvious advantages were clear. 

Colonization and Christianization went hand in hand. 
 

 Now, of course, we don’t equate the world religions with savagery. 

now there are great interfaith dialogues that are not veiled attempts to 

convert, but genuine explorations of how the divine love has been expressed 

in different places at different times. But is there any way in which it can be 

said without patronizing other cultures that Christ is the “dear desire of every 

nation”? What about the felicitous vision of Charles Wesley, a vision of the 

human family in harmony, joy in every longing heart? 
 

 Probably the best way to begin thinking about this is to leave aside 

the drive toward intellectual consensus in spiritual unity. We really don’t all 

have to think alike to be in the same family. No successful family ever does. 

They raise their members to be most fully what God has designed each of 

them to be, rather than clones of each other. A Christian sees Christ at work 

in every human endeavor that reaches for the good, and recognizes Christ 

easily in other people, whether or not those people share his own precise 

vision of God’s action in the world.” 

 

 

 

From “Let Every Heart Prepare, Meditations for Advent and Christmas”  

by Barbara Cawthorne Crafton; based on hymns of the seasons from  

The Hymnal, 1982.  The author is an Episcopal priest, retreat leader and the 

author of many books. She heads “The Geranium Farm”, an online institute 

for the promotion of spiritual practice. For more information, go to  

www.churchpublishing.org. Used with permission.    

 

 

 

ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS CALENDAR 
 

 

Sunday, December 3 – Sunday, December 17 

Advent I – Advent III 

8 AM – Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10 AM – Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

 

Sunday, December 24 – Advent IV 

9 AM – Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

 

Wednesday, December 6 - Wednesday, December 20 

5:30 PM – Liturgy of the Holy Eucharist-Iona Tradition 

 

Sunday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 

5 PM – Christmas Eve Service – Holy Eucharist 

 

Monday, December 25 – Christmas Day 

10 AM – The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

 

Sunday, December 31 – The First Sunday of Christmas  

9 AM – Lessons and Carols  

and the  

Liturgy of the Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 

3 PM – Messiah Sing-Along 

 

Monday, January 1, 2018 – The Feast of the Holy Name 

   10 AM – Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

 
 

 

http://www.churchpublishing.org/

