
totally cool. St. James’ love of liturgy as the formative grounding of  

service to the community, and its energy in engaging outreach efforts 

is intriguing. I am passionate about worship that offers the best we 

have to God. A love of music and the arts are part of who I am, so 

finding them at St. James’ is grand. The settings of the church and 

graveyard are beautiful. They speak to me of a God who not only 

saves, but inveigles, and draws all into love. Place matters as a tool for 

ministry and a sign of a heaven’s gate.  
 

The possibility of joining a community of individuals “who continue 

in the Apostles’ fellowship, the breaking of the bread, and the prayers” 

and seek to become saints – not in a “stained glass” sort-of way, but in 

word and deed, would be a delight. The chance to sing, laugh, and 

learn the stories of these specific people would be a gift.”  

 

+  +  +  +  +  +  + 
[In the weeks leading up to Father Mark’s arrival in August, we will 

publish other excerpts from his writing in each issue of St. James’ 

Weekly News.]  

 

 

WHAT IS A “PRIEST-IN-PARTNERSHIP”? 
  
“Priest-in-partnership” is a Vermont title; technically, the canonical 

term is “priest-in-charge” but our emphasis in Vermont is on 

partnership. The PIP has all the canonical responsibilities of a priest-

in-charge but does not have tenure as a rector would. When a 

congregation chooses to call a Priest-in-Partnership, the Bishop and 

the Canon to the Ordinary, using the information the congregation 

provides through its discernment, seek candidates for the position and 

ultimately take our “Nominee” to the vestry for its consideration. 

When a call results from this process, the expectation is that this is a 

serious commitment of all parties (the priest, the congregation, and the 

bishop) that will lead to the priest being called to a tenured position at 

the end of a three-year period. During the three-years, there are 

regular 6-month check-ins to be certain the relationship is developing 

and deepening for the benefit of all parties and advancing God’s 

mission in the community." [Canon Lynn Bates, June 2017] 

 

 

 

The Reverend Mark A. Thompson 

Priest-in-Partnership 
 
 

 
 

“Holy Baptism is full initiation by water  
and the Holy Spirit  

into Christ’s Body the Church.  
The bond which God establishes in Baptism 

is indissoluble.”      
[BCP, p. 298] 

 
 

 



THE REV. MARK ANDREW THOMPSON 

A Brief Biographical Sketch 
 

 Mark Andrew Thompson was born September 25, 1961 in Anaheim, 

California into a large family. One of six children—each of whom is 

distinctly different—he has long known that differing opinions are the 

spice of life. Mark’s father was a mechanical engineer and his mother 

is an artist. A lifelong love of poetry and literature was instilled in 

Mark by his paternal grandmother who was a published poet and 

teacher.  
 

 A cradle-born Episcopalian, the life and liturgy of the Episcopal 

Church has been the bedrock of Mark’s spiritual formation. He has 

always found it to be a place where the God of surprises appears.  
 

Father Mark’s first formal theological education took place in the 

Diocesan Study Program in Vermont. In addition, the spiritual classics 

of the church were opened up to him in a reading in the classics of 

Christian Spirituality. His educational and work experiences include: 
  

 1981-1984. Historical Spirituality. Readings in the Christian 

Contemplative Tradition.  

 1982-1985. Vermont Diocesan Study Program. Designed for 

the education of lay people in the basics of theological 

reflection with the goal of providing a solid grounding for their 

work of ministry.  

 1989 Bachelor of Arts, Castleton State College. Major in 

World Literature, Minor in History. Winner of Presidential 

Scholarship, Steel Fellowship.  

 1990 Clinical Pastoral Education. Clinical experience with 

Alzheimer’s patients, Chaplain Interns, death and dying 

training, grief work, the aging process, pastoral identity, 

pastoral responsibility.  

 1992. Education for Ministry Mentor Training.  

 1992. Master of Divinity, Seabury-Western Theological 

Seminary. Emphasis on Liturgics, Hebrew Scriptures, and 

Philosophical Theology.  

 1995-1999. Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Training, 

Journey to Adulthood, Miracle Stories, Men’s Spirituality, 

Church Leadership Facing Change: A Systems Approach. 

Work in family systems theory and Spiritual Direction.  

Father Mark was ordained into the (transitional) Diaconate, June, 

1992, and into the Priesthood, December, 1992. The parishes where 

God has called him to serve include:  
 

 1992-1995 Vicar, All Saints Episcopal Church, Syracuse, IN. 

 1992-1995 Assistant Priest, St. Anne’s Episcopal Church, 

Warsaw, IN.  

 1995-1997 Associate Rector, St. Anne’s Episcopal Church, 

Warsaw, IN.  

 1997-1999 Interim Rector, St. George’s Church, Minneapolis, 

MN.  

 1999-2000 Interim Rector, Church of the Epiphany, Plymouth, 

MN.  

 Jan. 2000-September 30, 2004 Priest-in-Charge, Saints Martha 

and Mary Episcopal Church, Eagan, MN.  

 March 2005-November 2015, St. Paul's on-the-Hill, St. Paul, 

MN 
 

As one part of the search process, Father Mark was asked to describe 

his practice of incorporating others in ministry. He answered: “Central 

to my understanding is the reality that baptism is the foundation of our 

life in Christ, and roots our communal life in respect for every person. 

It grounds the community in God’s mission. The following are a few 

of the ways this reality is manifest in the ministry I share with those I 

have been called to serve: coach and mentor; a catalyst for others to 

discover their own particular ministry; spiritual direction both to 

individuals and groups; three of my wardens have discovered a 

vocation to ordained ministry as deacons and priests, as well as a 

number of members of the parish; training others in the catechumenal 

process, including team training (lay facilitators, deacon, and worship 

leaders), and utilizing strategic planning as a whole parish process to 

crowd source ideas and arrive at a shared vision for future engagement 

of God’s mission.”  
 

In response to the question “What excites you about joining the people 

of St. James’ in ministry?” Father Mark answered: “I love Vermont. It 

is the home where my priestly vocation was developed. I have been 

serving the church in other places for twenty-three years. To give back 

to this diocese as it has given me in the context of Arlington would be  

 
 


