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We hear a lot about God’s blessings and today, in the collect and psalm we do so again: 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 

understanding 

May God be merciful and bless us, show us the light of his countenance and come to us.  May 

God give us his blessing, and all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him. 

There you have it.  God had prepared good things for us and I am sure we could all make a 

good list of the blessings that we have received.  But, of course, we would have to admit 

that we sometimes take this for granted and even focus on what we don’t have and on 

what’s wrong.  That is a sign of our fallen nature, I am afraid, so none of us, or very few of 

us, are exempt from moments of grumpy ungratefulness.  Whereas, in reality, what God 

has prepared for us “surpasses our understanding.”  There are even more blessings out 

there than we realized.  Some of them are promised but have not yet arrived and others 

are already here but we haven’t opened our eye or our understanding to appreciate them. 

This is true in our personal lives and in the life of the congregation.  It sometimes takes a 

conscious and prayerful effort to see all the good with which we are blessed and to be 

open to receive the good that God is preparing for us as our love responds to God’s Love.  

Perhaps the light of God’s countenance is shining on us and our attention is elsewhere. 

Sometimes, it is true, we can find ourselves in a place where it is harder to see how all this 

happening or how we might move on to meet the God who wants to come to us.  And 

when we need to see can we say it is time to receive a vision and today we hear this twice: 

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and 

saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us."  

Now Paul probably had a good idea of God’s grace and of his next appointed tasks 
right where he found himself.  But God can also have a way of pointing out something 
new and this can happen in a mysterious sort of way.  Last week Peter had the vision 
of non-Kosher foods that three times God told him to eat, just before he received the 
invitation from some Gentiles, which he accepted, thereby broadening the mission in 
an unexpected way.  Today we see how Paul was suddenly summoned, by a vision, to 
turn from his work in familiar Asia Minor towards Europe.  A whole new field of 
mission crammed with gentiles of all sorts.  Didn’t he have enough to do where he 
was?  Well, yes.  But the future called him to enter that dark continent of Europe 
where he would later be imprisoned and die.  And then in the second passage we hear: 

 In the spirit the angel carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the 
holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.  I saw no temple in the city, for 
its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or 
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb.  
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John, and we aren’t exactly sure which John he might have been, tells of one of the many 

visions he received while a prisoner in the penal colony and quarry which the Empire ran 

on the island of Patmos.  Was he wracked with fever?  Was his mind unglued from trauma?  

Or did God just trip and empty his vision box onto this poor prisoner?  We don’t know, but 

the Book of Revelation is astonishing.  Here he sees a vision of the heavenly Jerusalem 

coming down to earth.  What catches John’s attention is that this city is missing the most 

important building of the old, human built, city.  It has no temple!  Imagine that, the holiest 

place that imagination could picture has no need of a religious building. And, call my union 

quickly because this guy must be crazy, it will have no need of clergy either.  For it all 

comes to completion in the presence of the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 

But this makes sense, doesn’t it.  John, a slave in a prison camp, had no chapel or chaplain 

to minister to his spiritual needs.  Maybe there were other Christians serving there, maybe 

some kind of community of support, who knows.  But in the meanwhile he had his faith 

and was touched by God and managed to record what was revealed to him.  We are, in 

some ways, fortunate not to be in that situation and to be comfortably here in this 

building, to worship God, to hear and even study the Word of God, and to enjoy fellowship.  

However, the vision reminds us that this masonry and wood work, these books and 

vessels, a priest at the altar,  precious as they may be to us, are but shadows of what 

remains hidden behind the veil waiting the time of full revelation.  We love all this, but we 

must love it lightly if we are to avoid idolatry, because what really counts is in the heart 

and the spirit not in the flesh and we must learn to love that more than this. 

To be too firmly wedded to the flesh is to be stuck in the wrong place.  Just ask that poor 

fellow by the pool of Siloam chained in his body as we heard from today’s gospel: 

One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there 

and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, "Do you want to be made well?" 

For all those years he had tried to use that body to find healing, to be the first one into the 

water and so reap the magical reward of healing.  But the flesh always failed him and, even 

so, he kept trying the same thing over and over again.  But now something new came 

along, Jesus approached speaking to him and reaching out in love.  "Do you want to be 

made well?" And, as we see, the man was able to turn from all that held him back, from all 

the hope in that which would not help him and so find what he needed.  He heard Jesus, he 

found the courage to believe and respond, he let drop what had imprisoned him and he 

walked.  This is remarkable, almost unbelievable, and reveals a power not of this plane of 

existence.  I have, at times, felt the fringe of this power although I don’t think there are 

quick fixes always to be had for the asking.  But I do know that only in moments of 

openness to what Jesus offers from the God who sends him do we find what we truly need.  

Pray for such moments and make yourself ready to be open to receive them.  AMEN. 


