
                 St. James’ Episcopal Church 

    Vestry Meeting 

             February 17th, 2016 

 

 

Those present: Joanna Taylor, Garry Roosma, Kathleen Moore, Rob Faley, Ed Gust, 

Steve Blackler, Patricia Michael, Evan Lawrence, plus Fr. Christopher and Eileen Rice 

 

Sr. Warden Joanna Taylor called the meeting to order at 6 p.m., and Patricia led us in a 

discernment prayer. 

 

Minutes of the Prior Meeting: The minutes of the January meeting were approved as corrected 

on a motion by Garry and a second from Steve. 

 

Finance: Joanna asked for a vote to allow recurring bills of more than $500 to be approved upon 

submission (i.e., fuel, health insurance, the Diocesan assessment, pension premiums, insurance 

premiums, organist on occasion) without a second signature. Steve moved to approve the motion, 

Garry seconded, motion carried. 

 

Interim Pastor’s Report: had been distributed beforehand. See attached. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Eileen expressed frustration with payroll company ADP’s handling of Fr. 

Christopher’s W-2 statement. The problem has been rectified, but she recommends that we use 

another company. Discussion. 

   It was moved by Rob and seconded by Patricia to give our payroll business to PayData. 

The motion carried. 

  Budget—some of our monthly Comcast bills are getting lost, either in the mail or in the office. 

Also, we are paying three annual copyright bills for the music we use in services. 

Patricia offered to check with Julie in the Bishop’s office for advice. 

 

Ministry Discernment Committee: The committee met two weeks ago and had a Bible study 

session in preparation for the April 17th parish baptismal-covenant renewal meeting with the Rev. 

Jean Smith. Patricia is transcribing the time line. Garry feels the group is proceeding well, 

although more parish input would be welcome. Fr. Christopher recommends that the group give a 

verbal report on its progress occasionally to the congregation. 

 

Other Business: It was decided to keep the Vestry meetings at 6:30 p.m. on the third Wednesday 

of the month for the time being, 

   The jobs volunteer sheets have been update and distributed. Please look at them and sign up for 

a task. 

   The new Vestry contact sheets were distributed. 

   Calendar of events—because Joanna will be away in March and April, the church needs to be 

set up again for Palm Sunday services. Garry offered to do this. The office will be closed the 

week of March 28h, and Fr. Christopher will be away from March 28th through April 9th.. The 

Liturgy and Music committee should meet soon to finalize plans for Holy Week and Easter. 

   Ed Gust will lead the Vestry meetings while Joanna is away. Sandy Preble has volunteered to 

order supplies for the church. 

   Garry will take care of the depository bag each week. The garbage and recycling need to be 

taken care of.  



   By-laws revision--Paul Gratz has asked the Vestry to vote to approve the new by-laws review 

committee, which will consist of Paul, Steve Smith, Sally Cook, Ed Gust and Mary Ann Mento. 

The committee was approved on a motion from Steve and a second from Garry. 

    

   Communications—if you can’t serve at church as you are scheduled, and can’t find a substitute. 

please call the office. 

 

   Fundraising—Garry  reports that June 18th will be the pork roast, Aug. 13th is Norman’s Attic, 

and Oct. 1st will be Harvest Fest. All three events are projected to make $8,000 total. If no one 

wants to chair the events, then perhaps they can be handled by chairmen of committees (i.e., the 

grill, basket raffle, etc.). 

 

   Parish Life—the group will meet on Feb. 28th after church to plan future events. 

 

   Buildings and Grounds—nothing to report. Rob will check out whether or not it would be a 

good idea to have the Rectory inspected in case the new rector decides to live there. 

 

Joanna closed the meeting at 7:05 p.m. with a prayer. 

 

The next meeting will be on March 16th at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

     Nancy Boardman, Clerk 

    


