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                                A Prayer for the Discernment of the 

11th Bishop of Vermont  

  

Loving and gracious God, we pray for your Holy Spirit's 

guidance as we seek new leadership for the Episcopal Church  

in Vermont. Give listening hearts and receptive minds to those 

appointed to search for candidates; and inquiring and open hearts 

to those discerning a call to serve as Bishop of Vermont. 

  

May we all share the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. 

  

May we be united in our desire for your will for this Diocese, 

that the love of Christ may be evident to all; for it is in Jesus' 

name that we pray.   Amen. 

 

Welcome to St. James’ Church 

Whether you are visiting, may stay awhile, or are seeking a 

community of prayer, we invite you into our building and our 

fellowship. Come as you are, be who you are. Be welcome here! 

Travel with us if you wish. 

The Feast of St. James 

July 22, 2018   

 

“O Lord, for James we praise you,  

who fell to Herod’s sword.  

He drank the cup of suffering  

and thus fulfilled your word. ”   [From Hymn #232, v.2]   
           

The Holy Eucharist Rite II 
 

Celebrant: The Rt. Reverend Thomas C. Ely, 
Bishop of Vermont 

 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
Arlington, Vermont 

Sundays  

 

Liturgy of the Holy Eucharist 

8AM – Rite I 

10AM – Rite II  



Liturgy of the Word 

Prelude 

A bell sounds                 All stand  

Opening Hymn             Hymnal, #493 

The Hymnal and Book of Common Prayer (BCP) are in the pew rack.  
 

The Opening Acclamation        BCP p. 355  

  Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

  People:     And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  

              Amen.   

The Celebrant says the Collect for Purity    
 

Hymn of Praise Gloria in excelsis    Hymnal S280        BCP p. 356  
 

The Collect of the Day    Lectionary insert 
 

The Readings and Psalm              Lectionary insert 

After each Reading, the People respond   Thanks be to God. 
 

Sequence Hymn                Hymnal #652  
         

The Gospel  All stand.    Lectionary insert 

 

The People respond before Gospel            Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

The People respond after Gospel              Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Homily                                               The Rt. Rev. Thomas C. Ely,  

                Bishop of Vermont  

There is a moment of reflection after the homily. 
 

 

 

The Candidate for Reception and Sponsor Come Forward.  

 

 

 

 

 

Presentation and Examination 

of the Candidate for Reception 
 

The Bishop says 
 
The Candidate will now be presented. 
 

Presenter   I present Michael Rice to be received into this       

    Communion. 
 
The Bishop asks the candidate:  

 Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 
 
Candidate  I do. 
 
Bishop: Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
 
Candidate: I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior 

      and Lord. 
 

The Bishop addresses the congregation, saying 
 
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to 

support Michael in his life in Christ? 
 
People We will. 
 

The Bishop then says these or similar words 
 
Let us join with Michael who has renewed his commitment  

to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 
 

The Baptismal Covenant 
 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father? 

People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

     creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 

Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

   He was conceived by the power of the  

  Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 

   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

   He descended to the dead. 

   On the third day he rose again. 

   He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

         the communion of saints, 

         the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. 
 
Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and 

   fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the  

   prayers? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 

   you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 

 News of God in Christ? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 

 your neighbor as yourself? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all 

 people, and respect the dignity of every human 

 being? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 
 

 

Prayers for the Candidate 

 

A Person appointed leads the following petitions 
 
 

Leader  Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and 

   death. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Open his heart to your grace and truth. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy 

   Church. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader  Send him into the world in witness to your love. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

A period of silence follows. 
 

The Celebrant says 
 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death 

of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his 

resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who 

lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Bishop lays hands upon the candidate and says 
 
 

Michael, we recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic 

and apostolic Church, and we receive you into the fellowship 

of this Communion.  God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless, preserve, and keep you.  Amen. 
 

The Bishop concludes with this prayer 
 

Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be 

over this your servant; let your Holy Spirit ever be with him; 



and so lead him in the knowledge and obedience of your Word, 

 that he  may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the life to 

come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 

The Exchange of Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.   

People    And also with you. 

Announcements may be made 

Offertory Hymn      Hymnal #232  

        (v. 2 for St. James’ on facing page) 
 

The Doxology (in contemporary language) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Eucharistic Prayer A    BCP p. 361 
 

Sanctus   Hymnal S125      BCP p. 362 

Stand as you are able for the prayer of consecration 

 

The Lord’s Prayer     BCP p. 364 
 

The Breaking of the Bread   Hymnal S155      BCP p. 364 
 

The Communion   

All are welcome to receive the consecrated Bread and Wine. A gluten 

free wafer and grape juice are available. You may abstain from the 

cup or come forward for a blessing (cross your arms to indicate these 

choices at bread or cup.) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer            BCP p. 365 
 

The Blessing            
 

Closing Hymn                                        Hymnal, # 537 

 

The Dismissal 

     Presider:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

    People:     Thanks be to God 

   

Postlude 
 

 

 

 

Please join us downstairs for brunch 
and a conversation with Bishop Ely 

 
 

 

 
 

The Pilgrim’s shell of Saint James the Apostle 
 

 

 


