
    St James’ Episcopal Church   

    Vestry Meeting 

           November 16
th

, 2016 

 

Those present: Joanna Taylor, Ed Gust, Patricia Gordon Michael, Rob Faley, 

Steve Blackler  as well as Fr. Christopher, Eileen Rice and Nancy Boardman 

 

Absent: Garry Roosma, Evan Lawrence 

 

Sr. Warden Joanna Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m., and led us 

in a prayer. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Eileen reports that PayData is doing a good job. 

   The audit report has been mailed to the Diocese, but no response yet. 

   Eileen attended the Finance Committee meeting about the budget. 

   An insurance problem noted last month has been solved. 

   Donations to various organizations were discussed. We will be giving out 

$340 this year. It was decided on a motion by Ed and a second from Rob to 

give $150 to the Rock Point Tomorrow Fund, $50 to Arlington High School for 

gift cards to juniors who exhibit good behavior toward others, and $150 for the Arlington 

Christmas Project to help needy local families. Motion carried. 

 

Clerk’s Report: The minutes of the October meeting were approved as corrected to 

include Ed Gust as being present.    

   Corrected minutes will be sent to Sue Claro and the office. 

 

Interim Pastor’s Report: Fr. Christopher noted that he has finished his work of 

getting the MDC launched, although he is happy to offer insight into the interview 

process.  

   He has made visits to Vivian Lacy and Mary Loring at Fillmore Pond.  

   He is also working on the Advent liturgy and the end-of-life planning forum. 

   Discussion of the prayer book replacement grant: Of the 92 prayer books in the 

church, perhaps 30 need to be replaced. Patricia will get a final count, and we 

will then decide whether to apply for a grant to help buy new ones, and how many, 

Steve pointed out that the large-print versions are very helpful, so perhaps we will buy 

 a few more of them. 

    The audio hymnal system was discussed. Ed suggested we listen to it before 

ordering it, and Fr. Christopher will follow up. 

 

MDC: Garry will meet with Lynn Bates in January. We have a new discernment 

prayer for this stage of our search process. 

 

End-of-Year Calendar: 

  

~The display of  Nacimienos will go up soon; the Red Stocking tree will go up on Nov. 27
th
; 

   the artificial greens will go up after Nov. 27
th
, and the church will be decorated during the 

   week of Dec. 18
th
 

 

~The Annual Meeting will be scheduled for Sunday, Jan. 22
nd

, after the one 9 a.m. service 

 

~The services will move downstairs on January 8
th 

 



 

~The Messiah sing-along will be Sunday, Jan. 1
st
, at 3 p.m. Nancy and Patricia will do the 

   publicity with input from Dave Durfee. 

 

By-Law Committee: Members Paul Gratz, Ed Gust and Sally Cook have met, and Sally will talk 

to the Chancellor of the Diocese to find out about the procedure to amend the by-laws. Whatever 

happens, any changes won’t be ready in time to vote at the 2017 annual meeting. 

 

Other Business: James Sparks has donated a vacuum cleaner and other things to the church. Sue 

is writing him a letter for his tax-deduction purposes. 

 

Committees— 

 

Buildings and Grounds: Rob says the town has given us credit on our water bill. The main 

toilet downstairs seems to be working well now. 

   Mark Eaton came by and looked at the Rectory. He will send us an estimate of what needs 

to be done. 

   Sam Pike took away all the brush and debris in the back yard by the fence. 

 

Worship: the Wednesday 5:30 service will be suspended for the winter as of next week. 

   Beginning Dec. 4
th
, there will be a healing service every first Sunday, as well as a healing 

service on Wednesdays at 12:10 p.m. 

   The Christmas rota is done. 

   On Christmas Day, Jan. 1
st
 and Jan. 22

nd
 (Annual Meeting), there will be only a 9 a.m. service.    

   Wyatt will not be here on Nov. 27
th
, so Joanna will ask Anna or Ashley to fill in. 

 

Budget: Joanna reviewed Sue’s budget report. Discussion of whether we can/should hire a priest 

at 50% or 25%...where the monies for Rectory repairs will come from…the Diocesan assessment. 

   Joanna worked out a budget that would put the projected 2017 deficit at only $11,000.   

   We will schedule a parish-wide meeting to invite the congregation’s input on the new 

budget and its opinion on whether to hire a 25% or 50% rector. It was decided to have the 

meeting on Wednesday, Dec. 7
th
, at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Ed led us in a closing prayer, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 

The next Vestry meeting will be the second Wednesday of December—Dec. 14
th

 --at 6:30 

p.m. 

 

  

    Respectfully submitted, 

 

    Nancy Boardman, Clerk of the Vestry 

 

 

 


