
  St. James’ Episcopal Church Vestry Meeting 

          October 19
th

, 2016 

 

 

Those present: Joanna Taylor, Garry Roosma, Patricia Gordon Michael, 

Rob Faley, Ed Gust, Steve Blackler. Evan Lawrence, as well as Fr. Christopher, 

Eileen Rice and Nancy Boardman 

 

Sr. Warden Joanna Taylor alled the meeting to order t 6:30 p.m. Rob led us in prayer. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Joanna noted that, in the Budget vs. Actual listing, insurance 

costs seem high--$1,300 over budget. It may be the result of incorrect posting. 

   As for the Balance Sheet, Joanna mentioned that she and Pat Clancy had a 

problem reconciling the Sept. statement. The problem was solved and a correction 

will be made. 

 

   Audit—Garry reported that the safe has been inventoried, but the list of contents 

couldn’t be found. Joanna has responded to the Diocesan Audit Committee’s 

report about the audit, including the issue of the safe. Sue will decide how to handle 

certain issues about backing up our financial reports on Quicken. We will still do 

back-up once a month because of the infrequency of our check-writing. 

  Discussion about whether we need password protection on the office computer.It was 

decided to change the password each year. The audit will be mailed out this Friday. 

 

Prayer book purchases: There may be a grant available to help pay for the 50 

new books we decided to get with recent memorial donations. The books cost $22 

each, and the grant could help us pay the balance. Fr. Christopher will look into 

the grant, and Patricia will follow up. 

 

There was a motion by Patricia and a second from Garry to match the $250 

raised by the congregation for Haiti hurricane relief, for a total of $500.  

Motion carried. 

 

Clerk’s report: The minutes of the September meeting were approved as 

corrected on a motion from Evan and a second from Joanna. 

 

Interim Minister’s Report: See attached. The Hymnal Plus system was discussed, which 

is a sound system of hymns and other liturgical music that can replace an organist or pianist 

when one isn’t available. Many Episcopalian churches us it, although it is expensive. 

The possibility of buying it, or something similar, will be explored further. 

 

MDC: Garry reports that all changes and suggestions have been incorporated 

into the final portfolio, which will go on the website soon. Lynn Bates will be  

visiting to help the committee with the interviewing process, etc. 

 

The end-of-life workshop will be held on Nov. 20
th
. Otherwise the calendar is 

fairly empty for November. 

 

Diocesan Convention: Daniel Frank needs to be replaced as a delegate, and none 

of the designated alternates is available to go to the convention, which is Nov. 3-4. 

Our parish can be underrepresented at Convention but in the future, alternates  



must realize that, if they agree to be chosen, their attendance is pretty much binding.  

Note: Some convention expenditures are covered, but not housing. 

   Regular delegates Susan Gratz and Steve Smith will be going. 

 

The Parish Ministries booklet, describing parish committees and jobs, was 

passed out in draft form. Please review it and get any changes back to Joanna 

by the end of October, so that it can be revised. A vote will be taken on the 

30
th
. 

 

Other business: We need a new vacuum cleaner. We will look for one on 

Amazon. 

 

The basket we will put together for the Library holiday raffle will have the 

theme “Winter Warmth.” Please bring appropriate items to include. 

 

Safe Church retraining: It would be nice to have it done on-site. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

Buildings and Grounds—Rob gave an update on the Rectory, and offered  

to find someone to scope out what needs to be done. A motion was made by 

Patricia, seconded by Garry, to have Rob go ahead with this; motion carried. 

   The repair work on the church’s slate roof will be done in the spring. 

 

Worship—Upcoming services for special occasions were reviewed. Has the 

5:30 p.m. Wednesday service run its course? Shall we have a regular healing 

service? Fr. Christopher will offer mid-day services during Advent. 

 

Finance—The ingathering will be on October 30
th
, after which the finance meeting 

will be scheduled. 

 

Office-- Fr. Christopher’s cell phone number is now on the answering machine, in 

case of emergencies. We still need more office volunteers. 

 

Meditation Course—This outreach offering, which is almost over, has been very successful.  

 

Cemetery—Garry reports that all the stones have been fixed and the dangerous tree 

limbs removed. We need to review things again next spring. 

 

Other work—The flower beds behind the Rectory have been removed. Perhaps Sam 

Pike can be hired to clean up all the debris back there. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  

 

The next Vestry meeting will be held Wednesday, Nov. 16
th

, at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

     Nancy Boardman, Clerk 

 

 



 


